
 

   

Respect    Honesty    Compassion    Resilience    Industry    Courage       

The Market Weighton 
School Expect More - Achieve More                                                          

 Parent Newsletter                                            May 2026 

ISSUE  130 

Inside this issue:      

Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 

     Plans for Whole School Reading        SEND Update          

  Wall of Excellence                Library Updates 

         E-Praise points and Attendance Rewards          



 

 2 

Respect    Honesty    Compassion    Resilience    Industry    Courage       

The Market Weighton School 
Expect More - Achieve More                                                          

Headteacherôs Update 
 
This month we have been focusing on supporting our Year 11 students to be fully prepared to get the 
best possible grades in their GCSE examinations.  The exams seem to start earlier every year, with 
the main block of written exams now lasting for almost 5 school weeks across the may half term 
holiday.  As we publish this Newsletter most students will have completed half of their exams and 
need to show great resilience in maintaining a high level of sustained revision and preparation 
throughout the exam period.  To help our students we modify the timetable over these weeks to 
allow for revision in each subject in the lessons immediately before each exam.  We also offer 
revision in the holidays at Easter and half term and warm up revision from 8:00am on exam 
mornings.  The most successful students will have developed a great work ethic and be revising at 
home each evening with the support and encouragement of parents and family members.  By 
working together and supporting each other we can make this potentially stressful time less so.  The 
feedback from students after exams has on the whole been very positive which is testament to this 
level of support and preparation.  We wish all our Year 11 students well in their final exams next 
month. 
 
As we say goodbye to one year group our attention in school starts to turn to the next academic year 
and how we can make what we do even better.  As we reported in last monthôs Newsletter we do 
read all the comments in our stakeholder surveys and look to the latest research in education 
practice.  We are making a change to our school day from September to incorporate an afternoon 
registration period for form group reading.  This will be 20 minutes every day when students read 
together.  It will also create time for those with the greatest needs to have daily reading intervention 
to increase reading ages and close gaps in reading.  Mrs Shrimpton explained more to students this 
week and has written an article in this Newsletter explaining more.  Other schools report significant 
gains in reading ability from this approach and consequently improvements in GCSE outcomes in all 
subjects.  I believe this is one of the most exciting developments we have made at TMWS and could 
be transformational for our students.   
 
We have also been looking for best practice from other schools on how we can improve our student 
attendance back to pre-COVID levels.  Having introduced a number of attendance rewards last 
September we have seen our attendance figures improve each half term, the biggest impact being 
the Hop into Spring 100% Easter Egg challenge.  We have been recognised for an award as our 
attendance reached the top 25% of schools nationally last term!  We know that there are times that 
some students canôt and should not attend due to illness and that some students struggle to attend 
due to a variety of reasons.  We offer a range of support to all our students and work closely with the 
East Riding Education Welfare Service.  100% rewards play a small but significant part in this and 
we will launch the Skip into Summer Ice Cream Challenge from Monday 1 June for the final 7 weeks 
of this school year.  Thank you to parents for your support in increasing attendance and to Britcom, 
TESCO and The Acorns Community Shop who have supported our attendance awards.   
 
We will be looking for sponsorship for our annual Awards Evening which takes place in July each 
year.  Students receive book prizes sponsored by local businesses promoting excellent attitudes to 
learning in each subject along with the awarding of School Colours and other special awards.  We 
will also be finalising the student Rewards trips after the points deadline was reached today!  I am 
pleased to see that more students than ever have reached the 750 points target.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of all we do at TMWS and I wish you a relaxing half term break 
as the weather looks like it is finally warming up! 
 
Richard Harrison 
Headteacher 
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Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award  

This month our Year 9 students completed their 

practise expedition as part of their Bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh Award.  The Award Scheme is celebrat-

ing itôs 70th anniversary this year and it is just as rel-

evant in 2026 as it was in 1956.  The expedition sec-

tion involves completing a 2 day journey with a self 

sufficient overnight camp.  Most students journey on 

foot, carrying all their camping equipment, put up 

their tents and cook for themselves.  We provide all 

the camping equipment, tent, stove, rucksack etc 

and have sleeping bags and water proofs available 

for those who need them.  We are also trying to 

build up a stock of walking boots in good condition, 

that students can borrow.  If you have any you or your child has 

out grown and would be willing to donate them please drop them 

off at reception. 

We are able to adapt the expedition so that all students can take 

participate and have a history of making the Award accessible to 

all our students who want to take part.  All take part in a journey 

over 6 hours in a day, of varying distances and carrying varying 

amounts of equipment to make it equally challenging for all.  Like 

all we do at TMWS this makes our D of E programme inclusive 

thanks to our dedicated staff who support our students.  We have 

a team of staff delivering our 

expeditions and supporting 

with the other sections of the 

Award. 

The Bronze practise expedition 

follows a route from Huggate- to 

Givendale and then to Nun-

burnholme showing the stu-

dents the beautiful countryside 

on our doorstep!  The weather 

conditions were variable but 

created some great photos.   
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Your child can enrol in the Duke of Edinburgh Award at the start of Year 

9 when they complete the Bronze Award before progressing to Silver in 

Year 10 and 11.  The Gold Award can be completed between the ages of 

16 and 25.   


