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Headteacherôs Update 
 
Lots to look back on over the past month even with a week of holiday in the middle!  The highlight 
has to be our Oliver production which received so much praise from all who came to see it.  We have 
included some of the photos in this newsletter but there are many more on our Facebook page along 
with some clips of the outstanding performances from our talented students.  None of this would be 
possible without supportive parents, dedicated staff and a generous local community.  It was a real 
pleasure to sit and watch the show every night and witness the enjoyment and inclusivity on display.  
Our shows are open to all who want to get involved so please do encourage your child to come 
along to our musical theatre club.  News on next yearôs production next month ahead of auditions 
and parts in the chorus are always available for new Year 7 students when they join us in 
September. 
 
We are circulating this newsletter to all parents who attended our Year 6 open evening earlier this 
year and just ahead of national offer day next week.  For the first time in the years I have been 
Headteacher we have been oversubscribed and the Local Authority have had to apply the admission 
code to allocate our 142 places.  We have 2 other year groups in school that are now over our 
Published Admission Number and will no doubt see more than 142 students join us in September 
after the appeals process is concluded.  We will never grow much beyond the 142 per year group 
and will remain a relatively small, inclusive, community focused school.   
 
There has been some media attention around the White Paper on education, Every Child Achieving 
and Thriving, published by the government this week.  From what I have read so far it is encouraging 
to see the emphasis on inclusion and I donôt believe parents of children with an EHCP have anything 
to be concerned about.  The move to Individual Support Plans for all students on the SEN register is 
exactly how we already work at TMWS and we would welcome the opportunity to access funding 
without having to go through the time consuming EHCP process for most students.  The paper is 
light on specific details but as a school we will be continuing to offer feedback to the DfE and seeking 
to maximise the benefits for ALL our students at TMWS.  I also welcome the move to allow schools 
to offer a broader curriculum and give schools more credit for progress made by students with low 
starting points.  These are all things we have been asking for throughout the government 
consultation process. 
 
Developing our caretakers house for delivering alternative provision is now even more timely.  The 
response to our Facebook post in January was amazing and we are in the process of developing our 
plans before talking to everyone who has offered support.  Even with support from local businesses 
there will be a significant cost in completing the works so I will be looking for financial support and 
applying for grants over the coming months.  We will be continuing to invest in our buildings and 
facilities across the school for the benefit of all students and the wider community.   
 
The White Paper has again said that the government want all schools to join or form Trusts.  We 
have put our plans for this on hold following a frustrating process with the DfE and to give time to 
seek other possible partners as Paul Britton explains in this Newsletter.  We will continue to work 
collaboratively with our local schools for the benefit of all students regardless of status.   
 
March will be another busy month with Year 11 completing their second set of trial exams, Year 7 
parents evening on Thursday 19th March, our Year 8 residential at High Adventure and the Ski Trip 
leaving on the day we break for the Easter holidays.  All of this is only possible with the continued 
support of our parents.  Thank you! 
 
Richard Harrison 
Headteacher 
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Oliver Jr. Musical Production 

The students and staff have been working for about 10 

months on this production and the time and effort really 

shone through.  The production was a huge success re-

ceiving some fantastic feedback from parents and mem-

bers of our audience.  The talent of our Year 11 students 

was supported by some stand out performances by 

younger students but we would not be able to put on 

such a large scale and inclusive performance without the 

dedicated support of a large group of staff.  We are also 

very grateful to all the businesses who supported us by 

advertising in our programme and donating refreshments 

and to everyone who came to watch the show, especially those who were there every night!  Over 

the past few years we have been able to invest in improving our stage set, lighting and sound and 

together with hiring professional costumes makes all the difference.  Now the thoughts will move to 

next year.  Musical theatre club runs every week and is open to any student who would like to be 

involved in future productions. 
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Library news 

Since the start of 2026, students have been voting for the best 

fictional childrenôs character in a knockout competition. So far 

we have had some decisive wins (Dav Pilkeyôs Dog Man vs 

Geek Girl Harriet Manners) as well as some very close battles 

(Katniss Everdeen vs Aveline Jones, Hiccup Horrendous 

Haddock III vs Hermione Grange). The second round of the 

competition starts this half-term. 

World Book Day Thu 5th March 

Students should now all have been offered their free World Book Day (WBD) token. It can be 

exchanged for one of the special WBD books at most bookshops and many larger 

supermarkets, or to save Ã1 off the cost of a book costing Ã2.99 or more from participating 

retailers. Tokens are valid from 12th February to Sunday 15th March. 

TMWS has again bought a limited number of several of the WBD Ã1 books so students can 

choose to exchange their voucher in school in the library. Itôs first come first served, so get down 

to the library while stocks last. 

 

There will be an accolade for passing an Accelerated Reader quiz in the run up to World Book 

Day and Epraise points for the Top 5 Tutor groups for average word count in that time. 

 

TMWS Book Award Longlist 

2026 

Book Club members have been hard 

at work choosing a longlist of books 

for the TMWS Book Award 2026. This 

will go to the best book written for 

children published in the last 

academic year.  

Over the next few weeks, we will be 

narrowing down the titles to a shortlist. 

All students will then be able to have 

their say on which book they think 

should win. Here are the 15 longlisted 

titles: 
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Accelerated Reader competition news 

The Top 3 for word count remains the same as last 

month, but 7PO are a new entry in 4th place. That makes it a 

clean sweep for Year 7 in the top positions.  

 

 

 

Since the last newsletter, another 19 students have earned Bronze certificates for reading 100,000 

words. Congratulations to: 

 

 

 

 

 

Five students have earned Silver certificates for reading 500,000 words. Congratulations to:  

 

 

 

 

There have also been two Gold certificates awarded for 

reading an amazing 1 million words. Congratulations to the newest members of the Word Millionaire 

Club: 

 

Dylan Simpson & Pippa Micklethwaite 

Emily OôNeill 

Eve Mills 

Charlotte Lacey 

Poppy Copeland 

Evan Griffiths 

Maise Ella 

Tomas Burneikis 

Lottie Rick 

Jake Rigby 

Poppy Gatherum 

Lois Donkin 

Theo Bingham 

Isaac Hodson 

Heidi Taylor 

Hannah Lazenby 

Ivy Ella 

Everleigh Cooke 

Poppy Copeland 

James Henderson 

Charlotte Moore 

Zak Hobson 

Jacob Head 

Lily Heaton 

Amber Long 

1 7JCA 14,001,902  

2 7VLO     9,339,987  

3 7BEJ    6,730,139  

4 7PO    4,515,683  

5 8NG    3,798,157  

The current Top 5 tutor groups (and 

their word counts) are: 

Book Review: The Monster in the Mines (Serial Chillers 

#2) by Jennifer Killick 

Jennifer Killick is fantastic at writing horror stories that have plenty of 

laughs to offset the creepy moments and engaging chapters that make you 

want to read on. Her Dread Wood series is a great example. 

This series, Serial Chillers, is set in Hazard, a town famous for itôs huge 

sinkhole and macabre urban legends.  Travis, Zayn, Dani and Seline 

discovered the townôs corruption in book one and are now set on revealing 

itôs secrets. The creepy annual Vigil ceremony provides the cover to find a 

map for the Red Rock mine. They discover it is not abandoned after all 

and there is something very unsettling down there.  

The setting feels more American than British so perhaps isnôt as relatable 

as the spot-on depiction of modern school life in Dread Wood.  Nor are the characters as 

immediately engaging. But they definitely grow on you, there are some intriguing hints of whatôs to 

come in the series and the scenes of eldritch horror in this book make it well worth a read. 
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Paris 2026 

At the end of January a group of Year 9, 10 and 11 students visit-

ed Paris on a joint French and Drama trip.  It was the first time 

we have combined these 2 subjects on a Paris trip and it was a 

huge success with the French students having the opportunity to 

practise their language skills and learn more about France while 

the drama group took part in theatre workshops based on the 

GCSE specification and met animators at Disneyland Paris.  All 

had the chance to visit the main tourist sites and monuments in 

Paris even if the top of the Eifel tower was hidden in cloud!  As 

you can see in the photos below the skies did clear later in the 

evening for some great night time photos.  As always there are 

many more photos from this trip and all events at TMWS on our 

Facebook page.  https://www.facebook.com/

TheMarketWeightonSchool?locale=en_GB        

 Please like and follow us for regular updates.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/TheMarketWeightonSchool?locale=en_GB
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