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Headteacherôs Update 
 
As we break for Christmas I would like to wish all our families a peaceful and happy holiday.  We 
return on Tuesday 6th January 2026 when we will welcome all our students back to a new year at 
8:40am. 
 
In this issue you can read more about all our Christmas events and see just a few of the photographs 
that we share on our Facebook page.  If you donôt already follow us please consider doing so to keep 
up to date with all that happens in school.  We have so much going on it is hard to capture it all in a 
monthly newsletter without it becoming too big.  Over recent years I have collated 50 photos of the 
year and it is extremely hard to choose what to include with so many activities taking place each 
week not to mention the day to day excellent teaching and great work produced by our students.  In 
each newsletter we include a selection of student work nominated by teachers for the óWall of 
Excellenceô located in our reception area.  All of this is only possible with the hard work and 
dedication of our staff and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them all for going the extra 
mile throughout the year.  We donôt do the job for the thanks but when the students do write a card or 
say thank you it always means so much.  
 
I have written more cards than ever this year as the school continues to grow with more students, 
more staff and even more members of the community giving us support with events and rewards.  It 
is just one small way of saying thank you at the end of a busy year for being part of our school 
community.   
 
It was a pleasure to see so many parents at our 9 Lessons of Christmas Service of readings and 
music at All Saints Church earlier this month and it was a great chance to celebrate the talents of our 
students and reflect on the meaning of Christmas.  The weather almost stopped us taking all our 
students down to church the following day but we dodged (most of) the showers and were able to 
give all our students in Years 7 to 10 this important experience.   
 
Year 11 students were busy in school completing the last of their trial exams as we have already 
passed the half way mark of Year 11!  Most of our Year 11 students have already made applications 
for apprenticeships and for post 16 education.  Our partnership with Wyke continues, with over 40 of 
our students being some of the first to have interviews for places in September, and we continue to 
maintain great relationships with all other schools and colleges I wrote about in last monthôs 
newsletter.  You can read an update from Paul Britton on our plans for  Multi Academy Trust in the 
Newsletter which are again uncertain despite having recently received approval from the Department 
for Education to proceed.  We are in a strong position after another very successful year and forming 
a trust along with Wyke and all our local Primary Schools remains our ambition as we start the New 
Year.  Regardless of school status we all continue to work together as part of the wider community to 
which we all belong.  As a school we featured in the launch of the East Riding 5 year plan for 
Children and Families and our provision for students with additional needs is in massive demand 
from families across the County. 
 
All in all we will look back on a very positive year and look forward to a great year ahead.  One of the 
first highlights of 2026 will be our production of Oliver Jr in February followed by the Year 8 
residential in The Yorkshire Dales and our ski trip to Italy in March.   
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
 
Richard Harrison 
Headteacher 
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Year 10 Drama Present Cinderella 

It is now a TMWS tradition that our Year 10 Drama 

students put on a pantomime each Christmas.  This 

year our student have written a version of Cinderella 

with all the pantomime traditions of song, dance and 

audience participation.  As part of the GCSE drama 

course the students write the script, cast the show, 

make props and design the set in addition to taking all 

the parts, working backstage and on music and 

sound.   

The students played to a packed Hall on Thursday 

11th December and many will be on stage again in 

our annual musical production of Oliver Jr. Tickets go 

on sale in January for shows 10th, 11th and 12th Febru-

ary 2026.  This will be one not to miss. 
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TMWS 9 Lessons of Christmas Services 

Each year Mrs Merry, our music teacher, Mr Hardy our keyboard teacher, and the instrumental music 

teachers from the East Riding Music Service, put together a range of musical performances to cele-

brate Christmas and showcase the talents of our students.  The 9 Lessons of Christmas celebration 

of music and carols took place on Monday 8th December at All Saints Church in Market Weighton to 

a large audience of parents and friends.  Each year the number of students taking part increases and 

you can see the quality improve as students from Year 7 to 11 perform 

with increasing confidence.  The highlight this year was listening to 

Christopher Tully playing óThe Carol of the Bellsô on the piano.  Chris 

has played at this event every year since Year 7 and has impressed 

every year but his performance this year was by far the best yet.  The 

church provides a fantastic venue to perform and a great experience for 

our students.  Another highlight this year was having students who at-

tend our Makaton Club sign the words to óAway in a Mangerô   

All in all a fantastic way to start the Christ-

mas celebrations in school.  Our new Vicar 

for Market Weighton, Revd Robert Stone, 

gave a blessing at the end of the Service 

and we look forward to continue to work 

with All Saints and the other churches in the 

area in 2026. 
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Library news 

Since the last newsletter, the Book Buzz books have 

arrived. TMWS buys each student in Year 7 a free 

book in conjunction with the reading charity Book 

Trust. Students had a choice of 16 books across a 

variety of genres. For those who found it hard to 

choose just one title, there are copies of the books 

available to borrow from the library. 

Book Advent Calendar & Winter Reading Challenge 

Each term time day in December a new recommended read has been revealed on the Book Advent 

Calendar. From cosy Christmas adventures to survival in the snow, they are all seasonally themed. 

Over the holidays, students can take part in the Winter Reading Challenge. There is a Reading 

Scavenger Hunt to try and read lots of different things and a Book Variety Challenge to encourage 

wider reading. Epraise points and exclusive bookmarks on offer for those completing as much as they 

can of one, or both, tasks. Find it on epraise for Year 7-9 and also included in this newsletter.  

Accelerated Reader competition news 

In the tutor group competition, 7JCA remain the ones to 

beat with a lead of over 2 million words on their nearest 

rivals, 7VLO. Last yearôs winners, 8ADA, are showing a 

return to form and have moved up from 5th to 3rd, 

displacing 9EO and 8TCA. 

Since the last newsletter, nineteen students have earned 

Bronze certificates for reading 100,000 words. Well done 

to: 

 

Six students have earned Silver certificates for reading 500,000 words. Congratulations to:  

  

Kwaku Opoku-Boateng, Xavier Brocklehurst, Bill Walker, Elliott 

Welford, Joseph OôDonoghue, Isaac McCabe, Henry Crawford 

and Eleanor Walker 

 

On top of that, four of those students have also earned Gold Certificates after reading 1 million words. 

A fantastic effort from: 

 

Bill Walker, Isaac McCabe, Kwaku Opoku-

Boateng & Eleanor Walker   

1 7JCA 6,861,443  

2 7VLO  4,402,630  

3 8ADA  2,931,682  

4 9EO 2,364,585  

5 8TCA 1,830,415  

Evelyn Gibin 

Isaac McCabe 

Olivia Card 

Alice Aspin 

Eva Bowden 

Olivia Maggs 

Otis Hall 

Bill Walker 

Harry Hatfield 

Ayrin Jojo 

Leo Thompson 

Eve Mills 

Hamish Scott-Willis 

Elliott Welford 

Pippa Micklethwaite 

Imogen Gilpin 

Joseph OôDonoghue 

Eleanor Walker 

Emilia Hall 

Noah Carroll 

Harvey Martin 

Holly Dearing 

Logan Chadwick 

Olivia Byrom 
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Book recommendations 

Here are some suggestions if you are thinking of buying a young person a book for the upcoming 

festive season: 

The Poisoned King by Katherine Rundell 

This is the sequel to Impossible Creatures, which Year 7 had the option of choosing 

as their free Book Buzz book this year. Set 12 months later, Christopher has returned 

to his everyday life but still dreams of the Archipelago. When dragons start dying 

there in suspicious circumstances, it is decided that Christopher, as an outsider, is 

best placed to help. 

 

Alongside this quest, he is asked to help Princess Anya. Raised in the forest sheôs found it hard to 

adapt to royal life and prefers the company of her gagana birds to people. With Anya's life in danger, 

Christopher comes to her rescue and she gets involved in his efforts for the dragons.  

An enjoyable fantasy adventure with vivid descriptions and wonderful mythical creatures. 

Jessi Ramsey, Pet-sitter by Ann M Martin and Ellen T Crenshaw 

This is the latest of the Baby-sitterôs Club (BSC) series to be adapted to a graphic 

novel. The artwork is engaging and the format can be more accessible for weaker 

readers. The story this time is that, rather than kids, the BSC is asked to look after a 

familyôs pets. Jessi has always liked animals and is sure she can manage. But, when 

she gets into a fight with her friends, everything gets more difficult.  

Minecraft: The Manga, Vol 3 by Seto Kazuyoshi 

Manga is popular with young readers but it can be hard to find age-appropriate 

titles. This Minecraft manga is definitely suitable and will appeal to fans of the game. 

Familiarity with the setting will make it easier for readers to connect with the story, 

ideal when encouragement is needed to pick up a book. 

In this third volume the main character Nico meets a friend of his long-lost father. 

Nico is at the start of his adventure but he is learning that his father blazed an 

amazing trail for him to follow.  

Ultimate Football Heroes: Isak by Matt & Tom Oldfield 

Ultimate Football Heroes is an hugely popular series in the library. Each book follows 

the protagonistôs journey from childhood to professional player.  Actual events from 

their lives and important games are brought to life in an engaging and action-packed 

way.  

The newest book follows superstar striker Alexander Isak, quickly re-issued with a 

cover reflecting his move to Liverpool FC. 

Worst Week Ever: Thursday by Eva Amores and Matt 

Cosgrove 

This series follows Justin as everything seems to go wrong in his first week at school. 

Itôs full of preposterous events, embarrassing moments and a fair amount of toilet 

humour.  The stories are fun with fantastic illustrations. Itôs a similar style to Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid but with a more likeable main character. Thursdayôs story includes 

puzzles and pages to draw on too. 
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Facing Feelings by Raina Telgemeier 

The idea for this book was born from an exhibition on the work of Raina 

Telgemeier, a big name in graphic novels for children. It starts with an interview 

with Raina. After that there are in-depth sections covering her life, influences on 

her art and how each of her books were developed. There is lots of behind the 

scenes art and commentary on why things were portrayed in a certain way etc.  

The book itself is not a graphic novel, which may disappoint some, but it will still 

be great for super fans and anyone interested in making comics. 

Ladult: Navigating Safely from Boy to Man by Dr Andy Cope and Ollie Cope 

This non-fiction book is purposefully written for young male readers. Thereôs a lot 

of information but it is presented in a conversational format.  

It explains the science behind why readers might feel or react the way they do. It 

goes on to give advice about ways to reframe how they respond to events in a 

positive way. It encourages them to act now with their future selves in mind and 

shows the rewards that could reap in the long term. 

There are helpful tips about how to build good habits, strengthen resilience, and 

improve relationships. Thereôs a chapter on screen time that covers signs itôs 

becoming an issue and how to take steps to combat that. Much of this would be 

helpful and applicable to readers of any gender but there are also sections about 

the impact of testosterone and toxic masculinity that will have more relevance to young men. 

The Wintermoor Lights by Dan Smith 

This book is part Goosebumps, part X-Files and ideal for 

reluctant readers. Itôs part of The Night House Files which has 

the pretext of a secret organisation trying to expose the truth 

about mysterious events that were hushed up. The book 

combines the story of what happened at the time with notes from 

case files, interviews, diary excerpts and illustrations. This gives 

greater depth to the story, despite the short length, and makes it very engaging. It is 

also dyslexic friendly. 

This books looks at File ET339: The Wintermoor Lights. Itôs 1984 and a group of 

teenagers are behaving oddly. The adults dismiss it as a prank, but the friends of 

those affected know something very strange is going on. 

Thirst by Darren Simpson 

For older readers, this dark horror story combines gruesome death and folklore with 

a look at the moral decisions people make in order to benefit themselves and their 

loved ones. 

Maimsbury is an insular village blessed with good fortune. Newcomer Faye arrives 

on the day they give thanks to the river Yeelde with an animal sacrifice. But the 

Yeelde is a hungry river and some years that sacrifice isnôt enough. Gorse 

accidentally discovers the truth and, though horrified, is drawn in by familial 

obligation as he tries to recalibrate his world view. There are some fantastic scenes 

when the characters are in the woods which had my heart in my mouth. The Yeelde itself is a 

fantastically malevolent presence in this book which is best for readers teenage and above.  
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