Music Curriculum Overview - rationale and methodology

Rationale

Music is a unique and powerful form of communication, enabling personal expression, reflection and emotional development. It allows an exploration of
cultures, both past and present, local and far-away, and through this, students can better understand themselves, and develop their ability to respect and
relate to others. Critical exploration of a wide variety of musical styles allows students to make judgements about musical quality, and thus build a lifelong
personal appreciation of music, which in turn encourages them to use it as a tool for enjoyment and relaxation. Music enables involvement in different
forms of music-making, both individual and communal, developing a sense of identity and togetherness, and students should appreciate the value of
performing arts for themselves and for society as a whole. Through purposeful, creative and imaginative activities such as composing, students learn to take
managed risks, collaborate, and develop creative thought, thus building their self-belief and self-confidence.

Intent

Students will have the opportunity to:

Listen critically to a wide variety of music from different eras, places, traditions and genres, analysing and understanding how they are created and
performed

Explore music history and the development of music since the Medieval period, examining key composers’ work across the timeline

Explore music theory and notation as a means of recording and performing musical ideas

Experience music in live and recorded form

Develop skills on a range of instruments (voice, keyboard, guitar/ukulele, drums), with the chance to further develop musical ability on an
instrument of their choice (voice, strings, woodwind, brass, percussion, keyboard, guitar)

Perform music in solo, duet and larger group settings, with the chance to participate in extra-curricular ensembles and perform in a variety of
venues

Compose several pieces of music individually and collaboratively, studying ways to create musical ideas, notate them, and develop them further
Explore the use of music technology to record, edit, and develop their work

Music National Curriculum

The Key Stage 3 Curriculum states that all pupils should:

‘perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of great
composers and musicians



e |earn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical
instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence

e understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.’

What life skills will students learn:

e Respect — of other cultures and tastes, and when working with others

e (ritical thinking — developing and expressing opinions on different styles of music

e Listening —identifying musical features, and performing in time with others

e Teamwork —working as part of a team when rehearsing and creating in groups

e Resilience —applying a ‘can do’ attitude when addressing practice and skill development
e Problem-solving — putting strategies in place to achieve a goal

e Time management — either individually or collaboratively, working towards a goal

e (Creativity — thinking imaginatively to create and develop musical ideas

e Confidence — performing and sharing ideas in front of others

Assessment in Music

Assessment Rationale

At both key stages, formative assessment is sequenced through the TMWS learning cycle. In this, the following strategies are used:

e Arange of questioning

e Self- and peer-assessment

e High challenge, low stakes testing

e Review through a learning log

e Teacher feedback in folders, indicating progress and next steps

At both key stages, summative assessment opportunities will follow the three strands of music — Performing, Composing and Appraising, with an equal
weighting on each area.

Key Stage 3



At Key Stage 3, students are assessed at a suitable point during each topic, with a variety of assessment tasks. Dependent on the content of the topic, these
will take the form of:

e Performing —in solo or small group settings
e Composing — creating a musical idea/piece of music, either individually or collaboratively, using a given stimulus
e Appraising — a short listening assessment, or evaluation of own/others’ work

Often, the assessment will combine strands of music, for example creating and then performing a piece of music in a small group, following the integrated
approach encouraged by the WJEC Edugas specification.

Key Stage 4

At Key Stage 4, students follow the WJEC Eduqas specification, which is made up of three components:

e Component 1: Performing (30%) — non-exam assessment. A minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance of at least
one minute duration.

e Component 2: Composing (30%) — non-exam assessment. Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a brief set by Eduqas.

e Component 3: Appraising (40%) — written examination. This component is assessed via a listening examination, with questions on each of the four
areas of study:
Area of Study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
Area of Study 2: Music for Ensemble
Area of Study 3: Film Music
Area of Study 4: Popular Music

Assessment Objectives

* AO1: Perform with technical control, expression and interpretation

*#AQ2: Compose and develop musical ideas with technical control and coherence

¢ AO3: Demonstrate and apply musical knowledge

¢ AO4: Use appraising skills to make evaluative and critical judgements about music



Long Term Plan

Year Group/ | AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2
Term
YEAR 7 Elements of Keyboard Skills I’'ve Got Form and Instruments of Music from
Music Rhythm Structure the Orchestra around the
World
YEAR 8 Hooks, Riffs Off-beat and Variations All that Jazz Video and Band Skills
and Basslines Reggae Computer
Game Music
YEAR 9 Rotation: Rotation: Rotation: Musical Musical Musical
Soundtracks Soundtracks Soundtracks Elements: Elements: Elements:
rhythm, metre, structure, melodic and
melody, pitch, | tonality, keys, textural
tempo, textures devices,
dynamics chords,
sonorities
YEAR 10 AoS1: Musical AoS2: Music AoS4: Popular AoS3: Film Performance Performance
Forms and for Ensemble Music Music Free Free
Devices Set work: Free Composition Composition
Set work: Africa Composition Revision for Revision for
Badinerie Mocks Mocks
YEAR 11 Performance Performance Free and Brief | Free and Brief Revision for GCSE
Brief Brief Composition Composition Exams Exams
Composition Composition




Homework

Key stage 3. Once every 2 weeks. Short preparatory tasks for the next lesson, or Google quizzes based on learning from lesson or listening tasks.

Key Stage 4: Once every week: Usually assigned via Focus on Sound, based on learning from lesson. Also expected is regular vocal/instrumental practice,
monitored through practice diaries. Students will be required to complete coursework at home (compositions and logs) if not completed in the lesson.

Formative Assessment Plan

Year Group/ AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2
Term
YEAR 7 Baseline and end- Individual Group Individual/group End-of-topic Group
of-topic listening, keyboard performance of performance of listening performance of
composing and performance composition composition assessment composition
performing
assessment
YEAR 8 End-of-topic Group Individual Listening Presentation of | Skill development
listening and performance performance of assessment composition log and group
performing composition performance
assessment
YEAR 9 Learning log, Learning log, Learning log, Baseline theory Composition Composition
showcase of showcase of showcase of assessment, exercises, group exercises
composition with | composition with | composition with informal recital performance End-of-term
peer feedback, peer feedback, peer feedback, theory
group group group assessment
performance performance performance End-of-year
performance
YEAR 10 AoS1 end-of- A0S2 end-of-topic | AoS4 end-of-topic AoS3 end-of- End-of-year Mock exam
topic assessment assessment assessment topic assessment performance Free composition
Composition Ensemble Composition Free composition | Free composition
exercises performance exercises




YEAR 11

Performances
Brief composition

Performances
Brief composition
Mock exam

Performance
recordings
Both
compositions

Both
compositions

In-class mock
exam
Exam questions

Exam questions




