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Headteacherôs Update 
 
As we break for the half term holiday we can look back on a very successful two months.  In this 
Newsletter you can read more about our first Personal Development Day of the year where we 
suspend the normal timetable and deliver the wider curriculum of personal, social and health 
education including careers.  The day had a health theme for most year groups with an emphasis on 
both physical and mental health.  Nothing is more important than our health and we aim to teach our 
students how to be healthy and avoid those behaviours and activities that may pose a health risk.  It is 
also a day when we focus on careers and Year 11 students continued to look at making applications 
for post 16 education and training following our successful post-16 choices event and parentsô 
evening earlier in the term.  Mr Ollett leads careers education across the school and has written an 
update on all that has happened already this year and given some details of what is planned in the 
months ahead. 
 
We welcomed parents of Year 10 students last week to our first óSteps to Successô advice and 
information event which we hope will help our Year 10 students make the best possible start to GCSE 
courses.  We are now including key dates of major events like trial exams in each Newsletter so 
parents always have these at hand for reference.  There is never a good time to take your children out 
of school for a holiday but missing trial exam weeks is the worst possible time as the retrieval practice 
that exams provide is a key part of the journey to success at GCSE. Mrs Townend has written more 
on how we are encouraging great attendance with our new óStreaksô reward system which has already 
had impact with many more students still on 100% attendance and whole school attendance up over 
1% on last year.  Mr Savage regularly updates parents on how your child is progressing towards our 
750 e-praise points reward trip target for the summer term.  Please do contact us if you need any 
support in getting your children into school.  
 
We are always talking about the importance of resilience as one of our school values and we have 
been following ex-student Miriam Payne as she has been rowing unsupported across the Pacific 
Ocean.  This is a truly inspirational achievement that I hope all our students can learn from, if you 
have missed this you will find lots of media interviews on line or by following their Seas the Day 
Facebook page. 
 
We are having to show our own resilience in persevering with our plans to create a Multi Academy 
Trust in the face of indecision by the Department for Education.  Paul Britton gives us an update in 
this Newsletter as we now await a final decision on in December.  Working together with Market 
Weighton Infant school has allowed us to start to develop some shared services and I am pleased 
that this will continue regardless of the Academy decision as we welcome Nicola Waites as the new 
Headteacher at MWIS.  We are committed to work together for the benefit of all the children in Market 
Weighton, Holme upon Spalding Moor, Newbald and surrounding villages.  I have had the pleasure of 
visiting Year 6 classrooms this month and was impressed by the students and their enthusiasm to 
progress to TMWS.  We have also welcomed many families to see us in operation during the school 
day as we approach the deadline for secondary school applications on 31st October.   
 
When we return after the half term break we will be marking Remembrance and our poppy art 
installation is already in place at the front of school, do have a walk past and take a look if we get any 
sunny days over the holiday.  We will be holding a short service of Remembrance outside the front of 
school ahead of the 2 minute silence on Tuesday 11th November and parents are welcome to join us.   
 
Have a great week off and we will welcome all students back on Monday 3rd November. 
 
Richard Harrison 
Headteacher 
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Personal Development Day 1 

We held our first Personal Development Day for our stu-

dents this month.  These are days where the usual timeta-

ble is suspended and we cover other aspects of the wider 

school curriculum and other activities that we believe are 

important in creating good citizens and well rounded 

young people. 

All Year 7 students took part in team building activities 

with their form group with some of the Tutors able to join 

in too.  The overarching theme of this Personal Develop-

ment Day is health and wellbeing with many of the activi-

ties covering aspects of the health education curriculum.   

All our Year 8 students had a session on CPR and were 

able to practise using the resuscitation dolls and putting 

each other into the recovery position. 

Year 10 took part in a óWalk to Wellbeingô morning with a 

range of activities in the Hall and workshops from the NHS 

Mental Health Support Team.  Otto, our school dog in 

training, dropped into these sessions and certainly made a 

positive impact! 
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Attendanceï Mrs Townend  

Students this half term have been trying to gain as many days in school in a row as they can. We 

have called these attendance streaks. See below for how this works. We will be continuing this on 

the lead up to Christmas too alongside other incentives.  

 Attendance Streak Challenge  

Show up. Keep the streak. Win rewards! 

________________________________________ 

 How It Works: 

day = 1 streak 

Miss a day = streak resets to 0 

 The more streaks you build, the bigger the rewards! 

________________________________________ 

 STREAK REWARDS  

             Streak Count   Reward 

                  10      Bag of Haribo 

           20            Front of Queue Pass 

            30      Chip Friday Voucher 

             20            Ticket in Draw 

         100%          Extra prize Draw  

_______________________________________ 

 Track your progress daily. Stay consistent. 

I have enclosed within this newsletter how to report student absences and procedures within school 
for attendance.  

If you require any support in terms of attendance for your child please do contact Head of Year in the 
first instance.   
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Rowing the Pacific Ocean: Done! 

 

Ex-TMWS Student Miriam Payne enters the record 

books for a second time after successfully complet-

ing her row across the Pacific Ocean from Peru to 

Australia.  I am sure many of you have seen the 

girls on national news over the past few days after 

completing this epic challenge.  We have been fol-

lowing their journey in school and hope that, once 

back in the UK, Miriam will be able to come into 

school to share some stories of how they over-

came so many challenges as they rowed unsup-

ported from Lima in Peru to Cairns in Australia, a 

massive 8300 miles! 

This is such an inspirational story of what can be 

achieved with resilience and determination! 
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Library news 

Our students returned after the summer holidays to find lovely new 

wall art decorating the corridor outside the library. The books 

included are some our of most borrowed titles, library lesson class 

reads, our inaugural winner of the TMWS Book Award (I AM WOLF) 

and other recommended reads.  

 

Accelerated Reader  

For parents of new students at TMWS, here is an introduction to Accelerated 

Reader (AR): All students in Years 7-9 are all provided with access to the site and 

are encouraged to visit it every time they finish reading a book. This is so that they 

can take a quiz on the events of the book and, if they pass, the word count is added 

to their total. They can earn epraise points, certificates and prizes as an individual when they reach 

certain milestones. There is also a competition between tutor groups. 

 

Books from the school library which have quizzes available will have a coloured sticker on 

the spine and a sticker just inside the book cover with details of the quiz. If reading a book 

from home, students can check at arbookfind.co.uk to see if it has a quiz. If it doesnôt, you 

can visit renaissance.com/resources/suggest-ar-quizzes-uk/ to suggest that one is created. 

Quizzes can be completed during library lessons and at break and lunch in the library. To complete 

them at home, visit the school website and click on óStudent Links Pageô and then óAccelerated Readerô 

on the Student Home page. They log on as a student with the same username as to access the school 

computers e.g 25jbloggs and use ópassô as the password. Click on the Accelerated Reader logo and 

then choose either of the class options.  

 

Accelerated Reader competition news  

We have had a wonderful start to the competition with 28 students already achieving certificates. 

Together, students have read over 10 million words. Between the year groups, itôs possibly the closest 

start to the year we have had for a while. Year 7 are in first place but Year 8 are only 500k words 

behind them and Year 9 have had their strongest start in some time with over 2.5 million words read.  

The tutor group competition wonôt start in earnest until they reach 70% participation in Accelerated 

Reader. At that point, those who have quizzes become eligible for weekly Epraise 

arbookfind.co.uk
renaissance.com/resources/suggest-ar-quizzes-uk/

