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Headteacherôs Update 
We have had a very busy September with lots packed into our first Newsletter of the 2025/26 
academic year.  The highlight has to be the celebrations around the 50th School Walk which included 
opening the walk to ex-students and members of the community on the Saturday and a team of 
students and staff, including myself, running the route the week before to raise money for The Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust.  My Nephew has the condition which make me all the more aware of what an amazing 
achievement this has been for Zac.  He has got the team together to train for around 6 months, 
ensuring everyone was able to stay together on the run.  It was a pleasure to be a part of the event.  It 
was also very special to see Mr Wilson back in school 50 years after planning the first school walk in 
the format we still use today.  We have had so much interest in this on Facebook and lots of lovely 
comments from past students.  I have written more on both events in this Newsletter and there are 
many more photographs and footage from the day to view on Facebook.  We were on BBC Radio 
Humberside throughout the day with various interviews which are available on BBC Sounds. 
 
One of the main aims of the School Walk is to develop resilience in our students.  We make it 
accessible to all but expect it to be hard.  We know some students will struggle but overcoming these 
aches and blisters is how we develop resilience.  The previous week Year 10 students completed 
their Duke of Edinburgh Award assessed expedition in awful conditions on the Saturday showing 
amazing resilience and developing it even further.  I am always frustrated each year with the small 
number of students who stay at home for the walk, condoned by parents.  This year I was trying to 
persuade a Year 10 boy who admitted having missed the previous 3 years walk, but agreed he would 
do this one, partly having seen a group of his peers run the route the previous week.  During the walk 
he made a point of telling me he was annoyed with himself for staying off previously as óit was actually 
quite funô.   
 
Another highlight of the month was welcoming so many people to the school for our Open Evening for 
parents and students in years 5 and 6.  It was our busiest event in recent years; we met lots of 
amazing young people and are looking forward to receiving our admissions in due course.  In the 
meantime anyone who missed the event or who would like to see the school in operation, please do 
contact us to arrange a visit and tour.  It is always a pleasure to show people around and answer any 
questions. 
 
On more day to day issues can I ask again that parents do not park in the bus/taxi bays OR the 
school car park when collecting children at the end of the day.  The best option would be to park a 
little way from school on Hill Rise and meet your child there.  The road outside the school is becoming 
increasingly busy and dangerous for the 5 minutes when students are leaving.  Another good option is 
just to arrive at 3:15pm when most of the taxis will have left.  I always encourage students to cycle to 
school but please ensure they are wearing a cycle helmet and have lights for the winter.  We have 
both items  in school we can give away if needed.  It is starting to get colder in the morning so can I 
remind you that hoodies should not be worn as an alternative to a coat.  Hoodies are not part of our 
school uniform and will be confiscated if worn in school.  We have options of grey V neck jumpers and 
sweatshirts available and these can be purchased from any uniform supplier or supermarket etc.  We 
also have a large stock of coats in school in our pre-loved stock - please see Jo on reception about 
these or for help with any uniform items; we do have available stock of pre-loved items in good 
condition.  Equally, if you have any items that you no longer have a use for please do drop them off at 
reception. Finally, when communicating with staff please use E-Praise if possible as this helps keep a 
record of communication in one place.  
 
Overall a very positive start to 2025/26 with much more to look forward to. 
 
Richard Harrison 
Headteacher 
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School Walk 2025: 50th Anniversary Celebration 

 

We wanted to mark this yearôs school walk as it is the 50th annual school 

walk created by Mr Dick Wilson as Head of PE back in 1976.  The idea of 

taking all our students to walk 13 miles over the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds 

countryside is just as relevant now as it was back in the 1970s.  With resili-

ence as one of our core school values we often talk about it in assemblies 

but you develop resilience by doing things that are hard, where you feel like 

giving up but keep going.  This is the opportunity the school walk creates.  

Sadly we do have a number of parents who condone their children missing 

the walk and allowing them a day off school.  We were pleased to see this 

number reduce this year but still a few students are taking the easy path 

and missing out on developing a little resilience! 

It is also a fantastic opportunity for staff to chat to students about all sorts of 

things that you would never find the time to talk about in lessons.  Students 

walk with Form Tutors which is a great opportunity for the new Year 7s to 

share conversation with their new Form Tutor.  This is what helps create the sense of belonging in 

school that everyone who visits TMWS always comments on, ówhat a great sense of community her-

eô is often what we hear, even after a short visit.  This sense of belonging 

helps with attendance and therefore achievement.  The School Walk is just 

one of many examples of events that foster belonging in school but it is a big 

part of what we do and this was all the more apparent by the response from 

ex-students and parents who joined us on the following Saturday to complete 

the walk and share their memories of walks over the years.   

We attracted some media attention too and had a BBC reporter join us for the 

morning.  We were live on BBC Radio Humberside throughout the day and 

managed a 30second slot on Saturdayôs Look North.  We also featured on 

the BBC website too.  We benefited from the support of Wyke Collegeôs me-

dia expertise to record the event and you can see all this, along with many 

more photos on our Facebook page. 
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Quite rightly, Dick Wilson was the centre of atten-

tion having created the walk 50 years ago and at-

tended every one since!  He now meets up with 

his grandchildren for what has become a tradition-

al photograph at Londesborough, but with Will 

and Sam leaving this year, they have handed this 

responsibility over to Henry in Year 7.   

This year the walk fell on Mrs Bellôs birthday.  

Without giving away Lindaôs age she took part in the 

very first School Walk as a First Year pupil back in 1976!  

She worked out she has completed 20 walks as a pupil 

and member of staff. 

The School Walk is always well supported by the local 

community of farmers, land owners, the local police who 

help with road crossings and TESCO who donate bot-

tles of water.  This year we also received a Ã400 grant 

from The Acorns in Market Weighton to support costs 

such as hire of portaloos and photocopying as we 

opened up the event for a second day to parents, 

friends and ex-students.  We had over 50 ex-

students take part with a few students joining us 

for a second day!  Dick Wilson was there to set 

everyone off and share more memories at the 

Londesborough break stop.  On the Friday we sold 

cakes to support Macmillan Cancer Supportôs Big Cof-

fee Morning  with a big help with donations from par-

ents and Spire Hospital, who donated dozens of 

cream filled doughnuts to sell.  Friends of TMWS pro-

vided the refreshments on the Saturday with proceeds        

             going into our School Fund.   
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House Charities 2025/26 

Students nominate our House Charities and 

we aim to choose those that have a particu-

lar connection to a student or those that re-

ceive multiple nominations.  We hope you 

agree that we have 4 very worth charities 

again this year.  The school walk is by far the 

biggest fundraiser for our House Charities 

with half the total raised by each House go-

ing to the charity.  Students can also donate 

E-Praise/House points to any of our chosen 

charities and we convert these into cash at 

the rate of 1p per point.   

In school we are always looking to improve 

our facilities and resources for our students.  

Last year the student council wanted to im-

prove the main social area in school and we 

used the money raised in the School Walk 

along with some raised by Friends of TMWS 

to purchase new furniture and redecorate. 

This year we hope to install new outdoor 

gym equipment that will be used in PE les-

sons and at breaks and lunchtimes. 

Sponsor money for the School Walk can be 

handed in at reception as cash or paid by 

parents via the School Gateway.  Thank you 

for supporting this fundraising and encour-

aging our students to show compassion for others. 
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The E-praise Reward Scheme 

Our Merits reward scheme recognises studentsô achievements over 

the course of the academic year.  

Merits are awarded when students are meeting at least the standard of 

ógoodô. This means bringing correct equipment to lesson, being on 

time, focusing and engaging in the lesson, not disrupting the learning 

of others so that they can make at least good progress too.  

Merits are also rewarded at teachersô discretion for above and beyond 

efforts, such as excellent contributions in class, exemplary homework, 

etc. 

Students who show really high aspiration regarding their future 

employability and personal development will also be recognised and 

awarded extra points. This includes participating in whole school 

activities such as: team sports, enrichment activities, open nights, 

community work and extra classes after school. 

Top students in September 

Students in year 9 ï11 can 

improve their revision by watching 

their subject ópodsô and completing 

the numerous questions.  

 

Year 7 
 

Ethan Hart 
Alice Aspin 

Samuel Kirkwood 
Zara Leeman 
Holly Dearing 
Seth Sturdy 

Pippa Micklethwaite 
Tallulah Proctor 
Lottie Rick 

Jack Thompson 

Year 9 
 

Milo Willcock 
Alice Russon 
Jacob Segrott 
Eve Mills 

Jack Brookfield 
Grace Chrispin 
Emily Wood 
Jake Donoghue 
Leona-Mae Cayton-

Swales 
Izabelle Combe 

Year 10 
 

Ollie Perry 
Will Clarkson 

Oscar Heavisides 
Zac Brooke 
William Russon 
Alexa Lord-Laverick 
Aibel George Tijo 
Matthew Lewis 
Jake Bramley 
Ebony Turner 

 

Year 11 
 

Elliott Sperring 
Noah Clayton-Hill 
Ashton Sterling 
Toni Elsworthy 
Harrison Carter 
Sophie Moody 
Thomas Wood 
Evie Redshaw 
Lily Watson 
Louis Ely 

 

Year 8 
 

Emmie Cooke 
Summer Dao 
Poppy Chisholm 
Isaac Tash 
Amira Phillips 
Maise-Marie Ella 
Orla Hell 
Zoe Leeman 
Maisie Altoft 
Alice Foster 
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Zacôs Half Marathon Run for The Cystic Fibrosis Trust 

When the boys first started to train to run the School Walk route to raise mon-

ey for The Cystic Fibrosis Trust the 19th September seemed a long way off!  

As the day chosen for the event approached the fundraising total continued to 

rise giving all those taking part the additional motivation needed.  The weather 

was ideal for running, dry with a cool breeze, when the team left school just 

after 8:40am.  The pace was almost exactly what the group expected and with 

support from parents at Londesborough and Nunburnholme the runners soon 

passed the half way point.   

Zac wanted to organise a big fundraising event 

to support the trust that has supported him with 

his condition since birth.  He roped in 3 friends, 

Will R, Will C and Oscar who were joined by 

Year 11 students Noah and Elliot after they saw 

Zac presented with the Acorns Community 

Champion Award at our Awards Evening in July.  The students were 

joined by Mrs Guilbert, Miss McRae, Mr Harrison and just the week of 

the run by Mr Jackson, ex student and our new Specialist Teaching Assistant in PE. 

The team ran together and encouraged each other on training runs that ensured they were well pre-

pared to tackle the 13 mile route over the hills of the Wolds.  None of the boys had run this far before 

but all stayed strong and completed the route in a respectable 2 hours 24 minutes.  The team timed 

the finish to coincide with morning break and were welcomed back to school by a cheering staff and 

students. 

The images from the day were shared on Facebook resulting in a further flurry of donations with the 

total raised now standing at Ã3,860 well over Ã4,500 with gift aid.  We would like to thank everyone 

who has donated and supported this fundraising event.   

Mr Harrison said how much he enjoyed the run and commented on how proud he was to see all the 

boys cross the finish together.  Following the run many other students have asked if they could train to 

do a similar event in the future so this may be 

something we could do again in future years... 


