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Headteacher Update 

We have been busy throughout December preparing for our Christmas events and this Newsletter 
includes some great images from the last few weeks.  Students have been rehearsing performances 
for the church services and the Year 10 Drama group have written, directed and performed their 
version of Alice in Wonderland.  Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner is always a highlight 
of the year for me, not just because the dinner is so good!  We have also been busy with the first set 
of trial exams for Year 11 students with teachers working hard to mark them quickly to give valuable 
feedback.  We never stop thinking about outcomes in schools and this month also saw the 
publication of the latest league tables based on Summer 2024 results.  I have written in previous 
Newsletters about how pleased we were to achieve our best ever results in terms of student 
progress and why being classed as óAverageô is actually quite good when we are working with such a 
diverse group of young people, many of whom have additional needs.  Mr Warner wrote last month 
to highlight the great work of our staff in supporting all students achieve but until national data is 
published we had just been looking at our results in isolation.  We can now see how we have 
performed compared to other schools locally and nationally.  You can look at a range of measures in 
addition to the headline Progress 8 score.  Mr Savage was thrilled to find that our more able students 
had the best Progress score in The East Riding at +0.7, meaning these students achieved 0.7 
grades higher on average in all their subjects compared to what was expected based on their prior 
attainment.  You can read more about this in this Newsletter and performance tables are now 
available on line. 
 
I also read a Research School blog this week from Huntington Research School in York discussing 
the importance of students feeling they belong whilst at school.  This we know is true as when you 
feel part of school you will be happier, have high attendance, behave well and consequently achieve 
well.  Many of the activities and events in December are there to mark the Christmas season but also 
foster a strong sense of belonging.  Watching your peers perform in your local church, helping to 
raise money for Save the Children by wearing a Christmas Jumper and enjoying a Christmas Dinner 
with friends all help form those feelings of belonging.  As parents you support this by encouraging 
your child to get involved and by ensuring they are actually in school to take part. The reality is that it 
is those students who do not attend regularly miss out on many of these events and start to feel like 
school is not for them.  The more they miss the more they feel they donôt belong.  This is why 
attendance is so important, even in the final days of a term when other activities are taking place. 
Completing the school walk, taking part in Sports Day or a Personal Development Day is just as 
important as a day of maths, English and science lessons!  The publication of examination results 
shows that once again the biggest factor impacting on results is not disadvantage or additional 
needs.  It is poor attendance. Having attendance below 90% will result in one full grade lower on 
average in all subjects. 
 
I have also included an update from Paul Britton on our MAT formation which is still awaiting 
government approval but we believe remains the best way forward to secure the continued success 
of our school at the heart of the community. 
 
The school is completely closed throughput the Christmas and New Year period.  We open for staff 
on Monday 6th January when you will be able to contact us ahead of students returning on Tuesday 
7th January 2025.  May I take this opportunity to wish all our families and friends a happy Christmas 
and successful New Year!   
 
Richard Harrison 
Headteacher 

https://researchschool.org.uk/huntington/news/the-power-of-
belonging-how-it-shapes-our-behaviour-and-how-you-can-build-and-
support-this-in-your-school 

 

https://researchschool.org.uk/huntington/news/the-power-of-belonging-how-it-shapes-our-behaviour-and-how-you-can-build-and-support-this-in-your-school
https://researchschool.org.uk/huntington/news/the-power-of-belonging-how-it-shapes-our-behaviour-and-how-you-can-build-and-support-this-in-your-school
https://researchschool.org.uk/huntington/news/the-power-of-belonging-how-it-shapes-our-behaviour-and-how-you-can-build-and-support-this-in-your-school
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TMWS 9 Lessons of Christmas Services 

Each year Mrs Higgs, our music teacher, Mr Hardy our keyboard teach-

ers and the instrumental music teachers from the East Riding music 

Service put together a range of musical performances to celebrate 

Christmas and showcase the talents of our students.  The 9 lessons of 

Christmas celebration of music and carols took 

place on Monday 9th December at All Saints 

Church in Market Weighton to a large audi-

ence of parents and friends.  Each year the 

number of students taking part increases and 

you can see the quality improve as students 

from Year 7 to 11 perform with increasing con-

fidence.  The church provides a fantastic ven-

ue to perform and a great experience for our 

students.  All in all a fantastic way to start the 

Christmas celebrations in school. 
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SUPER  CURRICULUM  LINK 

More Able Students Achieve Success - Mr L Savage 

At TMWS, we are delighted to share the exceptional academic success of our More Able Students in 

the 2024 exams, who achieved an incredible Progress 8 score of +0.7! This outstanding 

accomplishment reflects not only their hard work and determination of the students but also the 

support and high standards upheld by our teaching community.  It was also the best of all schools in 

East Riding of Yorkshire. 

What is Progress 8? 

Progress 8 is a measure introduced by the Department for Education to assess the progress students 

make from the end of primary school (Year 6) to the end of secondary school (Year 11).  

What Does +0.7 Mean? 

A Progress 8 score of +0.7 is a remarkable achievement. It indicates that our student surpassed 

expectations and excelled across a broad range of subjects. This demonstrates not just academic 

excellence, but also resilience, a thirst for learning, and a commitment to pushing boundaries. It 

reflects their ability to take on challenges, adapt, and thrive, supported by an environment where every 

student is encouraged to achieve their potential. 

How Did They Do It? 

This success is rooted in a combination of factors: 

¶ Dedication and Hard Work: The students 

consistently displayed a strong work ethic, actively 

engaging with lessons and pushing themselves to 

master challenging concepts. 

¶ Tailored Support: Our teaching staff provided a 

stimulating and supportive environment, delivering 

engaging lessons, setting ambitious targets, and 

offering personalized support to help students exceed 

their potential. 

¶ Parental and Peer Encouragement: Positive 

encouragement from family and friends played a key 

role in creating a nurturing environment that inspires growth and success. 

Why It Matters 

Achieving a Progress 8 score of +0.7 is a testament to these students 

journey of growth and self-improvement. It showcases the excellence of our 

educational practices and highlights the potential every child can unlock with 

the right guidance, encouragement, and mindset. 

We are immensely proud of the achievements of this group of students, and 

it serves as an inspiration to others. With hard work, determination, and the 

right support network, outstanding progress and success are always within 

reach. 

Letôs celebrate this fantastic 

accomplishment and continue to foster 

an environment where all our students 

can thrive and excel! 

Important links. 

More Able guidance for Students 

More Able guide to GCSEs 

More Able guidance for parents. 

https://www.themarketweightonschool.co.uk/parents/more-able-super-curriculum/
https://www.themarketweightonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Reaching-My-Potential-A-guide-for-a-More-Able-Student.pdf
https://www.themarketweightonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/More-Able-guide-to-GCSEs.pdf
https://www.themarketweightonschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Challenging-More-Able-Students-Parental-Guidance.pdf
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Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day and TMWS 

Christmas Dinner 

It has become a tradition to combine Christmas 

Jumper Day with our Christmas Dinner.  Students 

have the option of wearing a Christmas jumper 

and making a donation to Save the Children.  This 

year we have raised just over Ã250, thank you to 

everyone who contributed. 

Our wonderful catering team did us proud yet 

again with a full Christmas Dinner of roast turkey, 

pigs in blankets, stuffing with choice of potatoes 

and vegetables.  Christmas pudding, chocolate 

cake or jelly and cream for desert!  This is 

all the more impressive considering the 

number of meals served with even more 

students and staff taking up the option of 

a Christmas dinner this year.  We would 

not manage to serve so many without the 

help of Year 11 volunteers and staff who 

roll their sleeves up to help.  As you can 

see from the photos, lots of happy stu-

dents and great memories are created with 

Year 11 also enjoying their last TMWS 

Christmas. 
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