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Headteacher Update 

This month we have been reflecting on our students success in examinations last summer as we 
presented GCSE certificates and marked Remembrance with a fantastic addition to our poppy art at 
the front of our school building.  I have also written about our ongoing concerns around vaping and 
the steps we are taking to keep all our students safe. 
 
Mrs Oldfield and students in their design technology lessons have been busy making a new design 
of poppy using red and black plastic bottle tops.  This built on a project using recycled bottle tops, but 
as we needed so many tops of the same colour, Bericap Hull came to our support with a donation of 
three large boxes containing hundreds of tops.  The finished art work, with accompanying soldiers 
kneeling near crosses, has attracted attention and praise from our local community.  On the 11th 
November we assembled all Year 7and 8 students at the front of the school for a short service and 2 
minutes silence which was observed in lessons by the rest of the school.  You can read more from 
Mrs Oldfield on this project in this Newsletter. 
 
We invited all our Year 11 leavers back into school to be presented with their GCSE certificates and 
were pleased that Craig Mason was able to join us for the evening to present the awards.  Craig had 
previously worked with the students on developing resilience and survival skills back in Year 8 and it 
was good to hear his words of advice for coping with life.  We have been reflecting on what we think 
we do well at TMWS and Andy Warner, our Deputy Headteacher and lead on Teaching and  
Learning, has started his regular Blog with some thoughts on what makes TMWS such a great 
school.  This is particularly relevant with the government and Ofsted increasingly realising what 
makes a good school with inclusion and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, SEND, getting 
national attention.  This is an ethos we have prioritised for many years despite the emphasis on 
competition over academic outcomes that has meant some schools have focused on results over 
meeting the needs of all students, leading to what is increasingly being described as a crisis in 
SEND.  The results this summer show that our more able students make excellent progress at The 
Market Weighton School and that it is possible to do academic excellence and inclusion equally well.  
You can read Mr Warnerôs thoughts in this Newsletter. 
 
We are now looking forward to Christmas and working hard with our current Year 11 students to 
make sure their results are the best they can be.  Trial exams are an important part of preparation for 
the real thing, giving students the focus to revise and the experience of completing questions in 
examination conditions.  We would like to invite parents and friends to our two main Christmas 
events.  The 9 Lessons of Christmas Readings and Carols takes place at All Saintôs Church on 
Monday 9th December 2024, entry is free and all members of the community are welcome.  Students 
attend church the following morning to take part in a shortened version of the service.  In the final 
week of term our Year 10 drama students are performing their version of the pantomime Alice in 
Wonderland, again all are welcome, tickets Ã3 available from Mrs OôMalley, reception or on the door 
on Thursday 19th December.   
 
We are also once again supporting the Peopleôs Pantry, our local food bank this Christmas by 
making collections of food items and creating hampers in each form group.  Please help us with this 
by donating items if you can.  Thank you for all your generosity and compassion this term already 
supporting us with fundraising for Children in Need, The Anti Bullying Alliance and our House 
Charities.  We believe teaching our students to think about those less fortunate at Christmas is 
important as well as making sure they create some positive memories with our Christmas events and 
activities like Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas Lunch and the Year 7, 8 and 9 
Christmas Party.  We will have lots to report on in December! 
 
Richard Harrison 
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Mrs Oldfield reflects on how the Poppy Art has developed 

over recent years. 

My interest in reusing plastic continues and as Re-

membrance Day was approaching, I wanted to create 

something poignant to remember those who fell.  The 

idea for this piece of artwork originated from the previ-

ous recycling project using bottle tops to create a mu-

ral. The bottle top mural was a success and this led to 

the idea of reusing the plastic bottles to create pop-

pies.  The school canteen sells drinks in plastic bottles 

so we had a constant supply that we could reuse. 

Over a three-week period, we worked with pupils from 

across the year groups to produce this stunning piece. 

The pupils involved made a poppy from the base of a 

plastic bottle.  The base was cut off then painted red.  

The black centre was then added and once dry a hole 

drilled in the centre ready for mounting.   Hundreds of 

students made poppies and many more hours were 

spent attaching the poppies with cable ties to the 

mesh.  The whole thing was then hoisted into position 

by the caretaking team and the Poppy installation was 

displayed on the front of the school for all to see.  On 

the morning of the 11
th
 November, students across 

several year groups gathered underneath the poppies 

to pay their respects as we all observed a two-minute 

silence.  This has been a tradition that has since con-

tinued every year.  We have created an installation to 

highlight the sacrifices of those who gave their lives in 

past conflicts, in raising awareness of plastic waste and 

producing such a fantastic piece of art work which we 

can all be proud of. 

I continued researching and came across a process that other schools have 

used where plastic bottle tops can be melted on a panini press and formed 

into plastic sheets.  I experimented with this process; it was successful and I 

made the decision to build it into my curriculum.  I need to deliver content to 

pupils about materials, their origins, properties and their impact on the envi-

ronment and I teach the content through written-based 

tasks but also through practical sessions as I feel it em-

beds the learning and knowledge.  The melted plastic 

really gives the ówowô factor to the project and the pu-

pils love it. 

To challenge the pupils further, I ask them to make a 

slot together free-standing animal with the plastic sheet 

where the focus is on accuracy and quality of finish.  
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As it has been a few years since I made the bottle poppy installation for Remem-

brance Day and I wanted to add to it.  I had an idea and at the end of the summer 

term, I experimented with the melted bottle tops and created the bottle top poppy.  I 

was really pleased with the outcome and showed my colleagues who were equally 

impressed.  As I had already written the plastic bottle top project into the curriculum 

for the year 8 cohort, I set aside time to deliver the bottle top poppy.   

I demonstrated how to make the bottle top poppy to the Year 8 classes and they 

thought it was amazing, so simple but really effective.  Pupils were giving up their 

lunchtimes to make more poppies and help assemble the new installation.  We start-

ed to find our feet and had a huge poppy production line going, the pupils loved it.  I 

then introduced the bottle top poppies to the new Year 7 cohort and they all wanted 

to get on board too. 

Bottle top poppy recipe 

You will need: 

One pair of silicone oven gloves 

One panini press 

Two Teflon sheets 

Six red bottle tops 

One black bottle top 

A former 

A handful of helpers 

The method is as follows:  

¶ Place six red bottle tops on the panini press and heat for several 

minutes. 

¶ When the red plastic has reached the optimum temperature 

squeeze to remove air bubbles and form into a ball.   

¶ Return the red plastic to the panini press and heat further. 

¶ Remove the red plastic from the panini press. 

¶ Place between two pieces of MDF, place in the vice and squeeze 

the red plastic into a flat sheet. 

¶ Return the red plastic sheet to the panini press adding a 

black bottle top to form the centre of the poppy. 

¶ Heat the plastic until it has reached the optimal tempera-

ture. 

¶ Quickly remove the plastic from the panini press and shape 

the plastic sheet around a domed former. 

¶ When the plastic has hardened, remove from the former. 
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Year 11 Leavers GCSE Certificate Presentation Evening 

This month we welcomed back the Class of 2024 to collect their GCSE results.  

In terms of progress this summerôs results were some of the best we have ev-

er had, something we are very proud to have achieved with our inclusive ethos 

and willingness to support all our students achieve.  Not all our leavers started 

with us in Year 7,  having moved to us largely due to not doing as well as they 

could elsewhere.  We also have a large percentage of students who do not 

follow a full 8 subject academic GCSE curriculum and are equally proud of all 

their achievements at Entry Level and Level 1 NCFE courses in Food and 

Cookery and Creative Craft.  Currently achievement in these courses are not 

recognised in the government school performance measures used in school 

league tables.  If a student has been excluded 

from another school or moved schools late in Year 10 it is likely that 

they will have missed a significant amount of time and not be able to 

complete all 8 GCSE subjects and are better served focussing on the 

core subjects of maths, English and science.  It is in this context we 

are pleased to report a Progress score of zero.  Digging deeper into 

the data it is clear that those students who have been with us for 5 

years and those with high and average prior achievement have done 

particularly well. 

Publication of national data has been delayed this year but will be published in early December after a 

higher number or re-marks have been included. 

We invited all our students and those who had sat GCSEs at TMWS as 

external candidates to a presentation evening where Craig Mason 

joined us to present and give some words of advice for success in life.  

Craig had previously worked with all the students when he was running 

Black Beard Survival in Sancton.  Craig now runs a successful Risk 

Management company Lexnis Risk, following a long and successful 

military career.  In addition to examination certificates we recognised 

those who had achieved the best results, made the most progress 

and achieved their Duke of Edinburgh Award.  The final presentation 

of the evening was the Robert Stephenson Cup for demonstrating all 

our school values and achieving ac-

ademic success in the face of ad-

versity which this year  was award-

ed to Austin Beasty.  We wish all 

our students the very best for the 

future. 
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SEND Update  
SENCO Message: We are preparing for our busiest time of the year with the final 

group of Year 7 and Year 11 annual reviews being underway. Thank you to all 

parents who are supportive in these review meetings. A reminder that if your child 

is registered on our SEND Register, they have a Student Support Plan which staff 

access to help tailor strategies towards meeting their needs. You and your childôs 

keyworker may choose to informally or formally review this each term so that their 

progress is tracked and monitored effectively. If you are unsure of this process, 

please seek clarity from your childôs keyworker.  

It is concerning to read many articles in the news about childrenôs needs not being 

met or families feeling unsupported. We absolutely do not want this at TMWS and 

encourage families who feel their child needs more support to firstly speak with a 

form tutor or head of year. You can find further, useful signposts below.  

As we have now established a good level of knowledge on our latest cohort of 

young people, our Year 7 keyworker team are constantly feeding back information 

on whether students require additional support or not. We review this each term 

as a department and at times, the offer your child received at primary school, may 

actually be something we are able to offer to most students. If your childôs needs 

or support requirement no longer require our teamôs input you will be written to via 

letter. We want to ensure you are included in any decision making and will only 

make this decision if your child is making progress. Not all students require 

additional support forever and graduating them to a level of independence and 

mastery of skills is our goal. This is the process we also follow, should concerns 

be raised on your childôs need or progress. We have a clear system of assessing 

need, planning intervention, actioning this and reviewing need so that we 

can best determine if SEND Support is the right way to meet your 

childôs needs. Thank you for your ongoing support towards our team!  

Mrs KI Woodhead  

Did you know?  

Parents can gain  
advice and  
support from: The 
SEND Local Offer 
and/or 

 
 
 

The East Riding Par-
ent, Carer forum  
 

 

Key dates to have in the diary  

Friday 29th 
Nov 

Second round of Flu  
Vaccines.  

Monday 9th 
Dec 

9 Lessons Christmas  
Service 7pm 

Wednesday 
11th Dec 

Year 7 and Year 8  
Christmas Disco/ Party 

Thursday 
12th Dec 

Whole Year group 
Year 7 Christmas Carol 

Theatre Trip 

 
 Wednesday 
18th Dec 

Christmas Jumper and 
Christmas Dinner Day  

Thursday 
19th Dec 

Christmas Pantoñ7pm  

Parent reminder: Please encourage and commit to supporting  
students in attending our wide range of after-school activities. 

https://www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk/
https://www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk/
https://eypcf.co.uk/
https://eypcf.co.uk/
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Attendance 

Worried if your child is well 
enough for school/? 

If you are feeling 
overwhelmed by colds, 
coughs and rashes, this 
simple NHS webpage has 
some great tips and 
information to help parents 
and carers make the right 
choice throughout the 
winter months. 

Follow this link for advice 
on sickness from the NHS 

 

https://
www.nhs.uk/live-
well/is-my-child-
too-ill-for-school/ 
 
If your child is not able to 
attend school please call 
the school office between 
7:30am and 9:00am that 
day.  Please call each 
morning if they need to be 
at home for more than one 
day.   
 
Every school day missed 
means 5 lessons of 
learning missed that are 
very difficult to catch up. 
 
If students are well enough 
to work whilst off school 
they should keep up with 
homework using on line 
resources on Sparx, 
Tassomai and Google 
Classroom. 

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com?d=govdelivery.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rcy0xLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9DTDAvaHR0cHM6JTJGJTJGd3d3Lm5ocy51ayUyRmxpdmUtd2VsbCUyRmlzLW15LWNoaWxkLXRvby1pbGwtZm9yLXNjaG9vbCUyRi8xLzAxMDAwMTkzMjU1MDQzMjktMDAyMjllZGMtYmZjMy00MjU0LThhMDc
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com?d=govdelivery.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rcy0xLmdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5LmNvbS9DTDAvaHR0cHM6JTJGJTJGd3d3Lm5ocy51ayUyRmxpdmUtd2VsbCUyRmlzLW15LWNoaWxkLXRvby1pbGwtZm9yLXNjaG9vbCUyRi8xLzAxMDAwMTkzMjU1MDQzMjktMDAyMjllZGMtYmZjMy00MjU0LThhMDc
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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It was good to read the Education Secretaryôs announcement earlier this term regarding a more 
holistic approach to what the new government consider to be a good education. The focus on SEND, 
inclusion, mental health and wellbeing is no stranger to our school and this announcement underlined 
the validity of our approach. It seems possible that the model we.ve developed at The Market 
Weighton School is the model the government would like to see all comprehensive secondary schools 
following and Iôm pretty sure that if more schools were like ours, the education system wouldnôt be in 
quite the crisis it currently finds itself. Hereôs why. 

Earlier this year our school won an award for being 
the most inclusive school in the country. Around the 
same time our Y11s were taking their GCSEs and 
achieved the best results weôve ever had, putting our 
school progress score at 0 for the first time (this 
means on average all students make the correct 
amount of academic progress during their time with 
us). For some schools this progress score would be 
seen as a failure, but with our inclusive ethos and 
positive approach to neurodiversity it represents a 
huge success. 

You see, we donôt turn students away because they 
have SEND and we very rarely exclude unless we 
absolutely have to. We donôt try to off roll, donôt try to 
game the system, and never have. A school with this 
philosophy is never going to have a hugely positive 
Progress 8 score, but it does ensure that large 
numbers of students who would be turned away by 
many schools are given a fighting chance at a decent 
start in life. And thatôs what school is for, surely? 

For us, the coinciding of the inclusion award with this set of results 
represented a number of things. It was a celebration, an affirmation, and also 
a confirmation. It confirmed that the approach weôve worked on over the 
years is the right way to go, despite the challenges and difficulties we have 
faced. It affirmed that the vision that we have can work, and, despite the 
doubts, the worries and the niggles, is more than just wishful thinking. And 
mostly, it was a celebration of the hard work our staff and students put in and 
the community they have helped us to build. 

 

TMWS TEACHING & LEARNING BLOG 

Mr Warner 
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It is always interesting to reflect on the trajectory of 
our journey. 10 years ago, there were 450 stu-
dents in the school; now there are nearly 650. In 
2014 there were six teaching assistants supporting 
a handful of SEND students and a small ñnurture 
groupò that included four or five students who 
couldnôt access mainstream provision; now we 
have more than 30 teaching assistants with an 
enormous range of skills and interests who sup-
port our increasing numbers of SEND students. 
We offer an enhanced resource provision (ERP) 
for autism and as a result have become a highly 
popular school of choice for students living with 
this condition outside our catchment. In every year 
group we have a Foundation Learning Group with 
around 10-12 students, mainly with EHCPs, who 
would not normally be in a mainstream setting. As 
far as possible their curriculum mirrors the main-
stream curriculum followed by the rest of the 
school, and where possible some of these stu-
dents do end up taking some GCSE exams. Some 
of our foundation learners access mainstream les-
sons in some subjects and some donôt. Itôs a 

messy, complicated, and complex business but, on the whole it works. Itôs never perfect, but itôs the 
best weôve come up with so far. 

With all this in mind, we have to also ensure that the needs of all our students are met in terms of our 
curriculum delivery. This means ensuring that our mainstream cohort also achieves their best and that 
our curriculum stretches, challenges and engages at the top end too. We constantly work with subject 
leaders to solve problems that arise within their areas and the hard work that our teachers put in is 
clearly borne out in our results. We had more grade 9s than ever this summer and our students that 
started with high key stage 2 attainment scores achieved well above the national average in their pro-
gress. This clearly demonstrates our dedication to academic excellence. 

Obviously, every school has to worry about its reputation and there have been concerns that our 
school would come to be seen as a special school, which it definitely is not. Ours is a mainstream 
school with an inclusive ethos. We care about the academic progress of our students but we also care 
about the other things that are just as important, including building a sense of community where we all 
feel we belong. Mental health and wellbeing are a priority, as is evident in the large investment weôve 
made in converting a disused youth club building into 
a Wellbeing Centre where students struggling in 
these areas can either drop in for a brew or access 
targeted, structured support for their emotional 
needs. But all of this work goes hand in hand with 
academic aspiration and the urge to achieve more. 

So, to me itôs evident that the underlying belief of 
some in the education sector that a relentless drive 
on academic progress is all that matters in schools at 
the expense of including those that donôt naturally fit 
or thrive in a traditional school setting is nonsense. 
At The Market Weighton School weôve bucked that 
trend and demonstrated that there is a better way. 
Youôre very welcome to come and see what we do. 

TMWS TEACHING & LEARNING BLOG 
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