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Headteacher Update 

Welcome to our GCSE results special issue of our parental newsletter as we welcome all our 
students back to school after the summer holidays.  I am pleased to be able to report our results 
this summer were some of the best our students have ever achieved and the best in terms of 
progress.  As a school we look at the actual outcomes, the numbers achieving above a certain 
grade and the amount of progress each student have made over 5 years since they complete 
SATs in Year 6.  Clearly not everyone will achieve grade 9s and although we celebrate these on 
results day and these are the pictures we see on social media there are many other students who 
are rightly proud of what they have achieved.  At TMWS we have many students who never 
thought they would even sit a GCSE exam and for those students to complete exams and get a 
grade 1 it is a massive achievement.   

It was a pleasure to welcome so many parents along with students on results day and the smiles 
on faces tell the real story of success.  For some that may be achieving grade 9s, for others grade 
4s and 5s to progress to level 3 courses, and for some getting that grade 1! 

As soon as one year group leave the focus moves to the next and this year Phoebe has already 
set the standard with a grade 9 in her maths GCSE, sitting it a year early.  We have another 
fantastic year group now in Year 11 and have high hopes for even better results in 2025. 

One thing that is clear every year and was true again in 2024, is that those students with 
attendance over 96% get an average of 1 grade higher than those 95 and below.  This year the 
progress for these students was also significant showing it is not just the most able who have high 
attendance.  The message is clear, every school day does matter!  Every school day missed 
means 5 lessons missed, a week off means 25 lessons that likely will not be caught up.  We know 
learning on line was no replacement for interaction in the classroom and those who have long 
periods of absence also struggle socially and emotionally with school.   

The other clear and obvious bit of data we see every year is that those students who are not 
engaged in learning, behave well, pay attention and complete homework get the best results and 
the best progress.  As teachers and parents the best thing we can do to have an impact is ensure 
the highest possible attendance and the best behaviour.  At the start of every school year our staff 
will be focusing on this and we ask that you support us so we can work together to get the best 
possible outcomes for your children.  We need you to ensure your child is in school, wearing the 
correct uniform and with the equipment they need so we can focus on learning. 

The government have increased fines for unauthorised absence from Ã60 to Ã80 if paid within 21 
days and from Ã120 to Ã160 if paid within 28 days, these will be issued by ERYC when 
unauthorised absence reaches 5 days or 10 school sessions.  Fines have limited impact in the long 
term and the best way forward is that we all work together to get our students in school and 
learning. Our pastoral team are there to offer support and can refer to other wellbeing and SEN 
staff in school and to outside agencies for more intensive support.  We will be working with East 
Ridingôs Early Help team this year with a member of that team in school to support families.   

It is always great to welcome back all our students and get to know our new Year 7s.  I am sure we 
will be able to work together to achieve even more for your children and as a school in the new 
academic year.  The school is looking better than ever thanks to lots of refurbishments over the 
summer, we are fully staffed and excited to make our best even better this year. 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 
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GCSE Results 2024 

On Thursday 22nd August we celebrated the achievements of the class of 2024.  As a year group 

they started secondary school in September 2019 and in March of Year 7 we went into the first 

COVID lockdown.  In that first lockdown schools were not prepared for remote learning and it was 

hard to set meaningful work for students to complete at home.  The school was open for children of 

keyworkers and those with EHCPs and some of this year group attended school but most were work-

ing at home for the rest of that school year.  Year 8 started with many students having to isolate for 2 

weeks at a time and then the second lockdown when, although we were set up for delivering live les-

sons, it was not the same as learning in school.  Even when students returned in the summer term 

disruption continued with periods of isolation.   

We knew what we needed to catch up on in terms of teaching knowledge 

needed for GCSEs but what was much harder to assess was the impact of 

missing out on social interactions and wider school life.  Many students strug-

gled to get back to school and have needed support from our pastoral and 

wellbeing team to re-engage with school. 

It is in this context that we are celebrating the best results the school has 

achieved for many years in terms of progress from Year 6.  On results day we 

see on social media and in the press those students who have achieved the 

best grades .  This year Carys Large and Lydia Smith achieved 

the highest overall grades.  Lydia nervously opened her results 

with her parents but had nothing to worry about, as in addition 

to achieving the best results in school with 5 grade 9s, she had 

achieved results 2.8 grades higher than expected based on her 

SATs results.   

Schools are judged by overall outcomes 

and progress.  With students of all abilities 

and a high number with Educational 

Health and Care Plans, we know many of 

our students need additional support and 

encouragement to achieve.  For some stu-

dents actually sitting a GCSE exam was something that might have been consid-

ered unlikely 5 years ago.  In that context achieving a grade 1 is as much of a 

success as achieving 5 grade 9s.  It is harder to recognise those students publicly 

but they know who they are and parents know who they are.  We are equally 

proud of all our students success.    
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In addition many of our students have experienced trauma and personal loss over their time at 

TMWS.  Some students did not start Year 7 at TMWS and have moved to join us after a difficult start 

in other schools, perhaps where needs were not being met or following exclusion.  This clearly causes 

a disruption to learning and in many cases results in further time out of school.  All these students sat 

GCSEs and achieved grades that will allow them to progress to the 

next stage of their education or training. 

Many of our highest achieving students will be progressing to Wyke 

College to study A levels and we hope our plans to form a Multi Acade-

my Trust with Wyke will help us support this group of students even 

more effectively in the future to achieve the highest possible grades.  

Cameron Hodson achieved some fantastic GCSE grades and has 

been awarded a scholarship to study at Pocklington School.  Cameron 

plays cricket and tennis to a high standard, 

has completed his bronze and silver Duke of Edin-

burgh Award and has been an all round excellent role 

model throughout his time at TMWS.   

Dylan Hart arrived to collect his results thinking he had 

done óalrightô.  He achieved on average 3 grades high-

er than what would be expected from his starting point 

in Year 7!   Many others achieved grades well above 

what had been expected and will be able to progress 

to level 3 courses at College.  Lily achieved grade 6 in 

maths, 4s in English and 54 in combined science.  

Blake achieved 66 in science, well above his target along 

with grade 4s and 5s in other subjects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps one of the most impressive results was 

from Phoebe in Year 10 who has set a high bar 

for 2025 results with a grade 9 in maths a year 

early.  Phoebe will be  able to focus on further 

maths in preparation for A levels. 

 

Well done to all our students and best wishes on 

the next stage of your education or training.  Re-

member you are always welcome to call in and let 

us know how you are getting on.  We will be invit-

ing you into school in November to collect your 

certificates. 
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Number of children missing school an óepidemicô, 
Education Secretary says 
Bridget Phillipson warned she will make no óapologiesô for fining parents. 
 
 
Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson has described the number of children missing school as an 
ñabsence epidemicò. 
 
Ahead of pupilsô return to the classroom this week, Ms Phillipson 
warned she will make no ñapologiesò for fining parents with fre-
quently absent children. 
 
In the Sunday Times, Ms Phillipson said her first priority is to create 
a welcoming environment for pupils in a bid to improve attendance.  
She added that too many parents allow children time off for holi-
days, birthdays or  a ñrunny noseò. 
 
A report by the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) published earlier 
this year said nearly two in five (37%) pupils from disadvantaged 
background are ñpersistently absentò, meaning they miss at least 
one day of school per fortnight on average.  It noted a spike in ab-
sences compared with before the coronavirus pandemic, with stu-
dents now missing 14 days of school per year on average. 
 
At TMWS we have seen a similar reduction in attendance and alt-
hough above the national average it has dropped by a similar per-
centage.  We are continually reviewing our curriculum to make sure it is as engaging as possible and 
offer a wide range of support and intervention so we can be a truly inclusive school. 
 
During the general election, Labour promised to cut almost half a million days of school absence as 
part of its plan to deliver free breakfast clubs in primary schools in England.  At TMWS we offer a 
breakfast club in our Wellbeing Centre for any student who struggles to attend school as a safe 
space to meet staff and plan the day before joining the rest of the Tutor group for the dayôs lessons. 
 
The government has previously supported the School Attendance Bill, which would require local 
councils in England to promote regular attendance and reduce absences at schools.  This means it is 
more likely that fines will be issued for unauthorised absences. 
 
At TMWS we want to work with parents to offer support to get students into school and ask that you 
do all you can to encourage your children to attend school every day.  If you have concerns about at-
tendance your childôs Form Tutor is the first point of contact followed by their Head of Year.  All staff 
can be contacted via E-Praise, which also gives you details on attendance and any lessons missed.  
Mrs Townend leads on Attendance at TMWS and works with East Riding Council Education Welfare 
Service to support families where children have attendance below the national average of 92%. 

 
If your child does need to be off 
school please phone the school of-
fice before 9:00am so that absences 
can be recorded appropriately.  Calls 
are made to parents of all students 
for whom we do not have a reason 
for absence. 
 
Article adapted from Sunday 
Times, 1 September 2024 
 
 

https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/education-secretary
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/bridget-phillipson
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/sunday-times
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/labour
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SEND Update  
SENCO Message:  We are looking forward as a team to hearing all about 

your familiesô summer adventures! As we return with a warm welcome to our 

students we can say our first Thank you in all of the preparation work you 

have done so far as parents, which includes uniforms, talking through your 

expectations or listening to your childôs worries. It all matters when it comes 

to transitioning back into a routine for school. This is even more needed for 

our new starters! Please have conversations with your child around 

acceptance, tolerance and inclusion of others. There will be lots of 

discussions with students as they return around this and how everyone in 

our school can support those who may need additional help. We are really 

proud of the school values we instil in students and for new Year 7 students 

helping them to develop these is key.  

If you have a child who is struggling to transition to secondary school, the 

East Riding local offer has produced some handy information. Please find 

the page here. Please know all students transitioning to TMWS with any 

additional needs will have a written support plan produced and provided to 

teaching staff. This comes with a range of support strategies and information 

that can help to support your child in the classroom. You will be provided 

with a draft version of this document by the allocated keyworker, who will be 

in touch within the first week or two. Please do contact your childôs form tutor 

If you have any concerns in the meantime. We look forward to 

welcoming all students back in September and working with all 

of our parents this year.  

Mrs KI Woodhead  

Did you know?  

Parents can gain  
advice and  
support from: 
The SEND Lo-
cal Offer and/ 
or 

The East Rid-
ing Parent, 
Carer forum  
 

Key dates to have in 
the diary  

Monday 
2nd  

September 

Staff Training 
Day  

Tuesday 
3rd  

September 

First day of 
SchoolñYear 7 

Only 

Wednes-
day 4th  
September 

First day of 
Schoolñ Year 
8, 9, 10 and 
11. 

Tuesday 
and 

Wednes-
day 
 6pm 

Parent E-
PRAISE Work-
shopñlearn 
how to use it 

all! 

Thursday 
12th  

September 
School Photos! 

https://www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk/transition-between-education-settings/
https://www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk/
https://www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk/
https://eypcf.co.uk/
https://eypcf.co.uk/
https://eypcf.co.uk/
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Summer Refurbishment Work 

We are continually seeking to improve our learning environment and seek funding to ensure we can 

maintain our facilities to the highest possible standard.  Having an older school building brings many 

advantages in terms of the space we have available.  New schools often have to use the same space 

for assemblies, sport and as a canteen.  We have many dedicated spaces to support our students 

that new school build simply donôt have, our grounds are exten-

sive and provide excellent sports facilities for our students and 

the local community.  The most significant project over the sum-

mer has been to replace the roof with an insulated modern con-

struction on the admin block where we had the most significant 

issues with leaks.  We have also replaced the felt over the link 

between maths and science to protect the integrity of the con-

crete.  This project has been funded by East Riding of Yorkshire 

Council and we are seeking to continue this work to eventually 

replace the entire school roof. 

Internally students have seen some big changes 

with new flooring in the main corridor and social 

areas, re-decoration of the Sports Hall complet-

ing a total refurbishment of that building and 

most noticeable several wall art installations.  

These have been designed specifically for 

TMWS using our school values and designs to fit 

our spaces.  We love them and know the stu-

dents have been asking for us to brighten up the 

corridors for many years.  If they are looked after 

we hope add more next year so that all subject 

areas are represented. 


