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Headteacher Update 

We have had a busy month with Duke of Edinburgh Award expeditions and our third personal 
development day of the year to report in this monthôs Newsletter.  Taking part in these activities is an 
integral part of our wider curriculum and supports our school values.  It is true that those students who 
can demonstrate our values in such activities will develop even further.  The resilience shown on the 
Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition was great to see and that experience, in such poor weather 
conditions, will have made those students even more resilient!  Those students who had the courage to 
take part in the personal employer interviews, during our personal development day, came out feeling 
proud and confident and will have the courage to put themselves forward for more opportunities in the 
future.   

It is also true that those students who have worked hard over the past 5 years are now motivated to 
show even more industry in the approach to their exams!  Our Year 11 students no longer have study 
leave and continue to work in school preparing for each exam.  This year, Mr Savage has re-written the 
timetable so that students have lessons in each of their subjects immediately before each exam, either 
in the morning or the previous afternoon.  This is helping the students stay focused and they are coming 
out of exams confident and keen to get on with revision for the next exam showing resilience and 
industry.  We are offering revision in school throughout the half term break, the timetable is available on 
the school website. 

As parents please encourage involvement in clubs and other activities in school.  By taking a small step 
outside their comfort zone children take the first step in developing resilience, industry and courage.  
This motivates them to do even more and these skills and values become embedded and part of their 
character serving them well throughout their life. 

We had more students than ever take part in the junior maths challenge this year and got our best 
results ever.  Staff are currently nominating students for our annual Awards Evening prizes.  This year 
these events take place on Tuesday 16th July for Years 7 and 8 and Wednesday 17th July for Years 9 
and 10. We will be looking for sponsors for the book prizes and will also award more students with 
School Colours and present other annual awards.  Students also have just one week after the half term 
break to achieve the 750 E-Praise points target for eligibility for this summerôs rewards trips.  This year 
we have taken on board feedback from last year from parents and students and Flamingo Land will not 
feature due to how expensive and busy it is at this time of year with some students only getting on 2 
rides last year because of the queues.  Those students who qualify will be receiving details soon!  We 
have been communicating with parents on the numbers of points achieved throughout the year which 
has helped many more students reach the target this year. 

As we look forward to the final half term of the Year we will say goodbye to Year 11 students on Monday 
17th June with a leavers assembly and this yearôs Prom takes place at Laazats on Friday 28th June.  On 
Tuesday 2nd July we will welcome our new Year 6 students for 3 days of transition culminating with a 
parents meeting on Thursday 4th July, what we know now will be election day!  The announcement of a 
general election and resulting the pause in government business will mean a delay to the approval of our 
Academisation and Multi Academy Trust plans, but that will not stop us continuing to plan and work on 
this so when we are given the approval the transition will hopefully be even smoother!  We will hopefully 
see a new government committing to education as a key priority and willing to fund it fairly, particularly in 
funding for high needs students where East Riding is currently one of the lowest funded authorities in the 
country.  We will be holding our own election campaign in school and are looking for students to 
represent each political party so we can take the opportunity to understand how the democratic process. 

Have a relaxing half term break. 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

The last month has seen the start of the expedition season for our 

students who are completing the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  In Year 9 

students can start the Bronze Award which involves completing 

activities under each of the sections; skill, physical activity, volunteering 

and expedition.  The expedition section is the one that the students 

work on in the D of E weekly after school club.  They learn map work 

and navigation skills and plan a route to walk for at least 6 hours a day 

over 2 days with an overnight camp where they cook for themselves.  

As part of the training students complete a practice expedition before 

their qualifying expedition later in the year.   

We have over 40 Year 9 students taking part in the Bronze Award this 

year and we had a great expedition in the local Yorkshire Wolds 

countryside walking from Huggate to Givendale, then on to 

Nunbernholme.  The campsite in Givendale provides an excellent 

introduction to camping with the fire pit creating a real team spirit.  All 

students successfully completed their expedition and are now planning 

their routes around Castle Howard for their qualifying venture. 

Well done to all who took part! 
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The Silver groups had a very challenging 3 days walking 

across the North York Moors on one of the wettest week-

ends of the Spring.  On Sunday the rain was relentless and 

all the students showed great resilience and courage to 

complete the route.  The paths had flooded in places 

meaning some re-routing and diverting to avoid the worst of 

the rain and wind on the cliff tops.  These students will be 

out again in July for their assessed expedition in the Peak 

District. 

The Market Weighton School is a Licensed Centre for the 

delivery of the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  Students can 

complete Bronze in Year 9 and Silver during Year 10 and 

11. 


