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Headteacher Update 

As we end another school year we have a packed newsletter with photographs of all the activities that have 
taken place in the last few weeks.  It has been a hectic half term with trips and visits and has culminated with 
our annual Awards Evenings and Summer Concert.  Students have also competed at Sports Day and in the 
East Riding County Athletics Competition.  Year 11 have marked the end of their time at TMWS with their 
Prom and Year 10 have experienced a week in the real world of work!  These are the events that we missed 
so much during the COVID restrictions and it is great to have a full calendar of events back as these are the 
things that children remember from school.  It is through taking part in these activities and experiences that 
our character develops and we learn how to interact in the complex social world in which we live. 

These events take a lot of planning and I would like to thank all our staff for the part they play in organising, 
leading and supporting them.  Despite the pressures of supporting industrial action we have maintained a full 
calendar of events to benefit our students.  I am confident that now the government have made a revised pay 
offer to teachers and agreed to supplement school budgets to pay for it, we will get an agreement and 
industrial action will end.  We can look forward to the Autumn term knowing that it will be free of disruption.  
We are fully staffed for September with new teachers joining us in maths and English along with 4 new 
teaching assistants and a new PE apprentice.  We are saying goodbye to Mrs Bailey this week as English 
teacher and cover supervisor after covering successive periods of maternity leave in the department.  Mrs 
Saltmer is also leaving us to train as a teacher having covered lessons for absent staff for several years at 
TMWS.  Miss Goodison is also progressing on to teacher training from her role as a teaching assistant.  We 
wish them all well and thank them for their contribution to TMWS. 

We welcomed 132 Year 6 students over our 3 day transition earlier this month and are looking forward to 
welcoming them all back as TMWS students on Tuesday 5th September.  We will have over 600 students in 
school next term, the largest number for many years.  I have included some reminders about behaviour and 
uniform including equipment in this newsletter to help ensure your child is fully equipped and ready to learn 
when they return in September.  We will be increasing the frequency of our communications with you on the 
basics of attendance, rewards, consequences and homework to support all of our students to meet the high 
targets that we set.  We took 267 students out on rewards trips this week and hope to take double that 
number next year!  Students get points for attending on time and bonuses for a full week and no demerits.  
Points are available every lesson and for every homework completed in addition to all the accolades and 
achievements that students can work towards on E-Praise.  Burlington took an early lead this year in the 
House Cup competition and have lifted the trophy this year, despite Londesbrough being Sports Day 
winners. 

Details of our uniform are available on the school website and have not changed for September.  We aim to 
have limited branded items and most can be purchased at high street shops and supermarkets.  Price and 
Buckland offer free delivery to school and these items will be available to collect on Thursday 24th August 
and on Monday 3rd September.  We have an increasing stock of pre loved uniform that you can view by 
appointment with our receptionist.  Do call us to ask for support if needed, we have items we can lend and 
will have plenty of skirts and trousers available in September for any students who have persuaded parents 
to buy inappropriate / non uniform items.  Do label all uniform items and if ólostô ensure your child checks lost 
property as we have dozens of almost new coats, bags, PE kit and water bottles that are unclaimed. 

We will be busy upgrading the lighting throughout the building over the summer in a Ã150k project and an 
Ã80k project will see flood prevention works take place across the site and improved landscaping and tree 
planting.  Both projects have been funded by the school in partnership with East Riding Council.  Our site 
team will be working throughout the summer to decorate and improve other parts of the school buildings 
ready for our return in September. 

I hope you have a great summer and find time to relax and have fun whatever you are doing.  Stay safe and 
we will see all our students back in school on Wednesday 6th September (Year 7 Tuesday 5th September) 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 
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TMWS School Prom 6 July 2023ðKP Club Pocklington 
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Belgium BattlefieldsðMr Fletcher 

This term forty Year 9 & 10 students took part in a tour of the First World War battlefields and 

cemeteries in the vicinity of the Belgian city of Ypres. Following the cancellation of our tour in 2020 due 

to Covid this trip had been keenly anticipated and I feel students and staff alike got a vast amount from 

the experience. 

A 4am start on a Monday morning was a struggle for some students but by the afternoon they were 

keen to discover our first site, Poperinghe New Military Cemetery. Our guide, Andrew Thornton, took 

us to visit a soldier local to Market Weighton; Captain George Jefferson Scott. Captain Scott was a 

bank manager and a member of the Territorial Army whose members were called up following the 

declaration of war in August 1914. He travelled to Belgium in April 1915 and was a well-liked officer; 

sadly he was killed on Christmas Day 1915 then taken to Poperinghe. Our subsequent experience was 

marked by this encounter and pupils were encouraged to think of Captain Scott throughout. 

Tuesday was a long but very worthwhile day as we visited some of the most important First World War 

sites in Flanders. Our day started at St. Julien and the Vancouver Corner Memorial to Canadian 

soldiers who gave their lives in and around the Ypres Salient; this was of particular poignance to Ms 

Guilbert! Following this we made the short trip to Langemarck Cemetery which allowed us to compare 

the approach Germany took to its war dead from the conflict.  

Our next site is one that I am sure will leave an indelible impression on our students; Tyne Cot 

Cemetery. The largest of the Commonwealth War Grave Commission sites, it was a truly astonishing 

site set on the slopes of Broodseinde Ridge beneath the village of Passchendaele, the rows on rows of 

immaculately cared for graves were incredibly moving as was the curving walls covered in 33,000 

names of soldiers who were never found. 

Passchendaele Memorial Museum then gave us an opportunity to get a clearer idea of the experience 

the soldiers had with a vast array of artefacts, a mock up of the British dugout system alongside British 

and German trenches.  

After a visit to Hill 60 and its colossal craters we were able to visit the grave of another local soldier. 

Aaron McInnes in Year 10 had requested to see the final resting place of his relative Robert Pinder 

who served in the East Yorkshire Regiment and was buried at the Railway Dugouts Burial Ground. 

This was a hugely impactful moment for all of us present, especially Aaron. 

Our day ended with a once in a lifetime opportunity for Annie Hudson, Luke Coates and Charlotte 

Willicombe. They had the honour of representing TMWS at the Last Post Ceremony which takes place 

every day at the Menin Gate in the centre of Ypres. All 3 students were a credit to the School and it 

was a wonderful way to end a busy but fulfilling day. 

 


