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Headteacher Update 

Summer is finally here and it is great to see our students out on the athletics field in PE lessons and 
competing against other schools.  Our new long jump pit is a vast improvement on the old one that was 
removed in constructing the access to the 3G pitch.  We now have a British Athletic standard facility available 
to our students.  All our sports facilities are available for community use outside of school hours, please 
contact jmay@tmws.co.uk for further details. 

This month has also seen our Year 9 bronze Duke of Edinburgh group complete their practice expedition by 
walking from Low Catton to Londesborough with an overnight camp in Great Givendale.  The D of E Award is 
open to all students from September in Year 9 when they can start the Bronze award before moving on to 
Silver in Year 10 and 11.  As we watched the Coronation on TV we were reminded of how Prince Philip, the 
then Duke of Edinburgh set up the Award.  The title Duke of Edinburgh has now passed to Prince Edward 
and he leads on the Award and presents Gold Awards at Buckingham Palace.  We were also reminded of 
the value of volunteering during the Coronation.  Activities like D of E and Scouts rely on volunteers and we 
are lucky to have a growing staff team keen to help make D of E a success.   

If you have skills we could make use of and would like to give some of your time to volunteer we would love 
to hear from you.  Perhaps you could help with D of E or another after school club?  We have a busy library 
where you could listen to students read and help with lunchtime clubs.  Our gardening club have recently 
added a polytunnel to our developing outdoor classroom creating massive potential to develop this club.  If 
you would like to help us in any way please contact office@tmws.co.uk 

We are looking forward to welcoming many past students and staff to TMWS on Sunday 11th June for our 
70th anniversary celebration event óPlatinum Party on the Pitchô.  We have live music from The Monotones 
as well as performances from our students and local performing arts groups.  There will be food available 
from the Langland's outdoor catering team and a fully stocked licensed bar.  We will have many other stalls 
and games for you to visit and will be offering school tours to those who have not visited us recently.  Entry is 
free but we will be making a Ã5 per car charge for parking although this will be limited.  Baldryôs buses have 
offered transport from HOSM on their vintage busses that will be on display at the event.  See Facebook for 
more details on bus times, a collection will be made for Yorkshire Air Ambulance. 

Any money raised at the event will be used to support student wellbeing at TMWS.  This will include widening 
participation in extra curricular activities by subsidising costs to parents for trips and activities like D of E.  We 
know that the students who are more involved in positive activities are less likely to suffer with mental health 
issues.  We have been grateful of all the support we have received already this year but you might be able to 
help us by donating items for stalls at the Platinum Party Event.  We would be grateful for any books you 
have read and are willing to pass on and also any spare plants we could use in our garden or sell on to 
others.  We are also holding a number of raffles and tombola's on the day if you have any new items that you 
could donate as prizes.  Please drop any items off at reception during school hours. All donations gratefully 
received! 

I hope you enjoy this Newsletter which highlights just some of the many events that have taken place this 
month.  We post almost every day on Facebook and Twitter, please follow us to keep up to date with school 
events and to share in the success of our students.  In the build up to our 70th celebrations we have been 
collating and posting photographs from the past 7 decades.  If you have any memories to share please e-
mail office@tmws.co.uk  We will be conducting school tours as part of the Platinum Party event and will have 
many of these photographs on display. 

It is evident from the photos that have survived the decades that it is the extra-curricula events such as 
school productions and sports events and the staff who made these events possible that are remembered 
most fondly.  This continues today with many staff giving their time to offer after school clubs and trips 
featured in this Newsletter.  I would like to extend my gratitude to all those staff past and present  who go the 
extra mile to make TMWS a special place and look forward to welcoming you to our 70th celebration on 
Sunday 11th June. 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 
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Coronation Celebrations 

The month started with the Coronation which 

was marked in school with assemblies and the 

issuing of commemorative coins courtesy of 

Market Weighton Town Council.  All students 

received a coin which they can keep as a 

souvenir of the historic event.  On the Friday 

before the Coronation ceremony our school 

choir performed with the Weighton Waytes at 

All Saints Church.  The concert included some 

of the music and Hymns featured in the service 

at Westminster Abbey. 

Over the weekend we were also reminded of the value 

of volunteers in our communities.  As a school we rely 

on the goodwill of staff and their willingness to 

volunteer their time to run afterschool clubs and run 

trips and visits.   

If you feel you have a skill or time that you could offer 

we would love to hear from you.  We are developing an 

outside space for our gardening club, expanding the 

use of our library and are keen to offer more after 

school clubs.  We have some excellent sports facilities and would love to be able to have sports teams 

in a wider range of sports in all years for both boys and girls. 
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TMWS LibraryðMiss Theakstone 

 

 

 

In recent weeks you may have seen news coverage of the óWhat Kids Are Reading Report 2023.ô 

The study looked at what the 1.3 million students who use Accelerated Reader have been 

reading and quizzing on. Encouragingly they found that the number of books read had increased 

by 24% on the previous year.     

I thought you might be interested to learn what the #TMWS students are borrowing from the 

library:  

TMWS 10 Most Borrowed Authors 

                                     

1. Jeff Kinney 

2. Matt & Tom Oldfield 

3. Liz Pichon 

4. Lincoln Peirce 

5. Adam Blade 

6. Anthony Horowitz 

7. David Walliams 

8. Alice Oseman 

9. Terry Deary 

10. J. K. Rowling 

 

 

The TMWS list features many of the authors in the Top 10 nationally. Itôs based on loans by 

students in all year groups between September 2022 and April 2023. It isnôt a full picture of what 

students are reading as some students will have their own books from home but it gives a broad 

view of what is popular. As we add more new books to the shelves we may find authors changing 

position. For example Alice Osemanôs books were only added to the shelves in January but they 

have already been borrowed enough for her to be the 8th most popular author. 

What Kids Are Reading Report 2023  

National results 

1. Jeff Kinney 

2. David Walliams 

3. J. K. Rowling 

4. Alice Oseman 

5. Roald Dahl 

6. R. J. Palacio 

7. Suzanne Collins 

8. John Steinbeck 

9. John Boyne & George Orwell 

10. J. B. Priestley 



 

 5 

As you might expect each year group has a slightly different list. Chris Priestleyôs horror stories have 

helped him appear in the top 10 authors for Y7, David Walliams moves up to 3rd place for Y8s, and for 

Y9s Liz Pichon is the most popular author. Across the school Humour is the most popular genre, 

followed by Adventure and Fantasy.  

Accelerated Reader competition news 

Since the last newsletter I have awarded two Silver certificates for reading 500,000 words to Jae Smith 

and Harvey Moran, along with seven Bronze certificates for reading 100,000 words. 

Year 7 are still in the top spots for word count and books read. They are now over 5 million words 

ahead of Year 8 and nearly 10 million ahead of Year 9. At time of writing the top 5 tutor groups for 

word count are: 

1. 9PF 

2. 7JLI 

3. 7JBE 

4. 7RHI 

5. 8RDM 

Book saleðPlatinum Party on the Pitch 11th June 

We will have a stall at the Platinum Party on the 

Pitch selling ex-library books. These are mostly 

books where we now have newer, more up-to-

date editions available. There will be childrenôs 

fiction and non-fiction as well as biographies, 

cookery books and more. We will also be selling 

older books that havenôt been checked out in 

recent years so you may be able to pick up an 

old favourite from your own school days. The 

money raised will go towards increasing and 

updating the library collection so please do 

come along and support us and pick up a 

bargain. 

We would also be happy to receive any donations of books you may have at home that are in good 

condition and could be used in our library or we could sell on to raise money.  Any unsold books will be 

donated to the Market Weighton Community Shop. 

We are planning a number of other stalls and raffles at the Party on the Pitch event so if you have any 

plants you could donate or and unwanted items that would make good raffle prizes that would be 

appreciated.  Please leave any donations at reception. 
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UKMT Junior Maths ChallengeðMrs Carter 

The UKMT Junior Mathematical Challenge is a national 60-minute, multiple-choice Challenge. 

It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 
techniques to solve interesting problems. 

The problems on the Junior Mathematical Challenge are designed to make students think. Most 
are accessible, yet still challenge those with more experience. 

We had 4 students achieving a Gold award, 7 gained Silver and 9 with Bronze. 

Here are some of the questions our students answeredð 
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.Free School MealsðAre you entitled? 

Your child(ren) will be entitled to free school meals if you as the parent are in receipt of any of the 
following benefits: 

¶ Job Seeker's Allowance (income-based) 

¶ Income Support 

¶ Universal Credit - Your annual income assessed by the Department for Work and Pension must be 
less than Ã7,400. Any pupil eligible for free school meals before 1 April 2018 when the earned 
income threshold is introduced will retain their eligibility until then end of universal credit roll-out 
which is March 2025 

¶ Child Tax Credit (but NOT receiving Working Tax Credit) ï provided your annual income, assessed 
by the Inland Revenue, does not exceed Ã16,190(Please note: this amount is subject to change in 
April every year) 

¶ Employment Support Allowance (income-related) 

¶ Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

¶ Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
 
 
Entitlement to free school meals is kept as confidential as possible. TMWS has systems has 
fingerprint identification systems, which do not identify to other pupils the fact that a child is receiving a 
free school meal.   

The free school meal will remain in place for as long as your child continues to attend an East Riding 
of Yorkshire school and you continue to be entitled to one of the above qualifying benefits. 
 
To find out more please follow this linkð 
 
https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/learning/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-meals/free-school-
meals/ 
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Book review:  

The NoviceðTaran Matharu 

The Novice is the first book in the fantasy series Summoner. It follows the 

story of Fletcher, a teenage blacksmithôs apprentice, as he discovers he 

can summon demons and begins training at the Vocans Academy.  

Fletcher is from a small, isolated village and his lack of knowledge about 

demons, summoning and even the wider world allows the reader  to learn 

along with him. This allows a gradual immersion into the story rather than 

suddenly being faced with a complex magical system in the first few 

pages. 

Fans of Harry Potter are likely to enjoy this book with itôs portrayal of the 

commoners against  the noble students, a teacher with a grudge, and teenagers helping in the 

war effort. The magic system of abilities and skills will be familiar to readers who have played 

Dungeons & Dragons or video games with levelling up. 

The book can be read as a standalone but the rest of the trilogy has been published so there  is 

plenty more for readers to enjoy. 

Summer UniformðShorts 

Last year we introduced shorts to our school uniform as an optional item.  Some students have 

been wearing shorts throughout the winter but as the weather warms more students are likely to 

want to wear them.  Shorts must be school uniform shorts, 

tailored black or grey like school trousers. 

ÅNO Sports shorts, cargo shorts, PE kit shorts will be al-

lowed.   

They are available from Price and Buckland on line or other 

high street shops and supermarkets. 
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Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Earlier this month our Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh group took part in a 

practice expedition across the Yorkshire Wolds.  Parents dropped the 

students in Low Catton and 3 groups set off towards Stamford Bridge 

where they met Mrs Guilbert out for her morning run. 

The groups have to navigate the route learning to find their way 

without staff support.  They carry all they need for 2 days/1night 

expedition including tent, sleeping bag and stove.  After reaching 

Bishop Wilton the groups headed up hill, and over to Great Givendale 

and the Scout Campsite.  

This is an amazing spot in a 

secluded valley.  The site has 

BBQs and a fire pit which 

we made good use of and 

as it was Eurovision night 

we also had a few 

performances from one of 

the groups.  All enjoyed 

the roasting of 

marshmallows on the fire 

before heading to their 

tents. 

The groups were up very early and set off before 7:00am on day 2 

which took them back towards Market Weighton and the finish in 

Londesborough.  All 3 groups were up and off early showing 

excellent organisational skills and determination to get finished.  We 

have some very strong groups here and we are looking forward to 

the assessed expedition in the Howardian Hills in September. 

Students can start the Duke of Edinburgh Award in Year 9 

with enrollment in October each year.  We have a great 

staff team delivering the D of E Award at TMWS, thanks 

to all those who came out and supported the students 

over the weekend. 
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National Thank a Teacher day is an amazing way to celebrate all that our teachers do for our 

students, and give them a token of our thanks. 

 

The free-of-charge card is available to send via the Thank a Teacher website for a limited time 

only.  

If you would like to participate please click the picture below. 

 


