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Headteacher Update 

As I write my update this month we have again had another teacher strike day.  We again prioritized Year 11 
and our more vulnerable students to be in school and apologise for the wider disruption.  Hopefully the final 
two dates that have been announced for 15th and 16th March will be called off if the government make a 
meaningful offer to enter into negotiations as they have with the nurses. 

You may have also been reading of students óstrikingô in schools across the country last week.  Indeed we 
did have a few of our students asking about it as it has been widely shared on Tik Tok and Snapchat.  We 
have explained that we have a student council through which concerns should be raised and how at TMWS 
we have listened and real change has occurred, for example introducing shorts to our uniform along with 
grey sweatshirts as an alternative to jumpers.  It has also served as an opportunity to link with the teacher 
strikes and explain the negotiation process and laws around ballots and strike action.  We have been very 
clear that any student engaging in disruptive behaviour by refusing to work would be suspended under our 
behaviour policy.  It was shocking to see some of the clips circulating in the media from other schools last 
week.  What is a great concern is the influence social media had in encouraging students to strikeðand in 
some cases riotðin schools across the country in a coordinated way.  We genuinely had some students who 
felt they should join in but did not know what they would strike about!  They want to fit in and join in.   

We have also seen a number of students bringing PRIME drinks into school, explaining how they have 
bought them for Ã10 off friends.  This is again influenced by the hype on social media and parents need to be 
aware that this is happening.  We are warning students not be  ripped off buying a Ã2 drink for Ã10.  Also, like 
all energy drinks PRIME Energy should not be sold to under 18s and would be confiscated if brought into 
school as it should not be consumed by young children due to the high caffeine content.  PRIME Hydration is 
OK but just a rip off! 

Be aware of what your children are viewing on line as we are having to deal repeatedly with issues caused 
by inappropriate behaviours on line, out of school, but resulting in situations where children feel they canôt 
come into school for fear of repercussions for something they have done online.  We warn of this repeatedly 
in school; please monitor things at home too. 

Away from the perils of social media this Newsletter celebrates the great success that was High School 
Musical.  Thank you to all who came to watch, bought raffle tickets (check you numbers for unclaimed prizes) 
and donated or bought refreshments.  All in all a huge success!  A massive amount of time and energy goes 
into staging a big production from staff, students and parents and I thank you all for supporting your children 
take part. 

Miriam Payne has completed her epic row across the Atlantic and will hopefully come into school to share 
her amazing experiences.   

We have seen several other trips out of school and we are approaching a busy time for residential trips after 
Easter.  I would like to thank all the staff who have certainly gone the extra mile this year to ensure we enrich 
our curriculum and get back to normal after the disruption of COVID.   

In order to celebrate the great things we do at TMWS, our fantastic Ofsted Report and 70th year we are 
producing a new glossy school prospectus which will share with you all once it is complete.  We are also 
holding a number of events to mark our platinum year and have two important dates to share for a parents 
and ex-students school walk and a summer family day.  Parents and ex-students will be invited to meet and 
reminisce by walking the school walk route on Saturday 24th June 2023.  We are holding a Platinum Party 
on the Pitch on Sunday 11th June with football, music, stalls and entertainment.  Please put these dates in 
your diary and we will share more details nearer the time. 

We have a busy half term ahead and look forward to sharing more good news in our March Newsletter. 

 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 
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High School Musical 

Our talented students played to a packed hall for 

3 nights before we broke for half term.  This was 

our first big production since COVID and 

Hairspray which we performed in the weeks 

before schools closed for the first lockdown in 

March 2020.  This time we had fundraised to buy 

our own set which meant first building the panels 

and then painting them to create the school gym 

where most of the action takes place.  The role of 

the backstage club was even more crucial with 

so much more work to do lead by Miss Healy to 

create the home of the Wildcats basketball team.  

Putting on such a big production is a huge team 

effort and would not be possible without our 

dedicated team of staff.  I would particularly like 

to thank Miss Higgs, Mrs OôMalley, Miss Dawson 

and Mrs Townend for coordinating, producing, 

directing, choreographing, coaching and 

encouraging our students, some of whom had 

never performed on stage before.  The sheer 

number of students involved was impressive and 

it was great to see such a range of students 

taking part from across the school.  I know all the 

younger students are now looking forward to next 

year and aspiring to have the lead roles in 

whatever is decided as the next big TMWS show. 
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RAFFLE PRIZES STILL TO BE CLAIMED 
GREY TICKET: 

 49  SOCKS 

187  SWEETS 

189  SWEETS 

198  HOBBY WORLD POTTERY WHEEL 

226  YOO HOO AND FRIENDS SOFT TOY 

257  CAKE IN A MUG 

282  ROSE WINE 

338  FERRERO ROCHER CHOCOLATES 

 

ORANGE TICKET: 

 80  BIOTHERM  

130  TY SOFT TOY 

144  TRAVEL MUG AND GLOVES 

290  RED WINE 

 

PURPLE TICKET: 

 69  RED WINE 

236  RINGTONS CHOCOLATES 

245  NIVEA MEN SET 

324  RINGTONS BISCUITS 

387  GIN LIQUEUR 

433  ORGANISE YOUR LIFE FILE 

435  WHITE WINE 

647  BATH BOMB 

755  WHISKY BARRELS 

Prizes can be claimed from the 

main school reception anytime 

during the school day.  9:00am to 

4:00pm 

 

Thank you to all who donated 

prizes purchased tickets all mon-

ies raised will support the devel-

opment of performing arts at 


