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Headteacher Update 

We are already a month into 2023 and only a week away from our production of High School Musical!  This 
promises to be one of the highlights of the year and following the huge success of our last big production of 
Hairspray in 2019 we are excited to be able to put on another big show.  This time we have been able to 
purchase our own set thanks to fundraising at other performing arts events supported by parents throughout 
the year.  This set is easy to erect and move and designed to be re-painted for each show.  Our back stage 
club have been busy painting under the watchful eye of Miss Healy, whoôs artistic talents are being put to 
good use!  If you donôt have your tickets yet donôt leave it too late as some performances may sell out.  All 
tickets are Ã6 and are available from Mrs OôMalley, from our school reception and on the door subject to 
availability. 

You will have also seen that our long awaited all weather pitch is now finished and being used by students in 
PE lessons this term.  Staff were also keen to try it out and were joined by Year 11 students in a fun but 
competitive game which is featured in this Newsletter.  We now have a world class pitch which we are 
sharing with local clubs and together with the Sports Hall refurbishment provide Market Weighton with a 
great facility for the local community.  We will be holding an official opening later this term once all the works 
are completed. 

Our staff are working hard to support Year 11 students with their revision as their second set of mock exams 
approach after half term.  We have a full timetable of additional sessions at lunchtime and after school 
(period 6) together with revision sessions on most days through the school holidays between now and June.  
It was clear from last summerôs results that those who engaged the most with these opportunities achieved 
the best results.  We are very much aware that COVID lockdowns will continue to have an impact on what 
students have learnt for several years to come.  We are finding our younger students are arriving at TMWS 
with lower average reading ages, meaning that reading for pleasure is even more important to allow students 
to make accelerated progress in reading to close this reading gap.  Miss Theakstone is doing a great job as 
our Librarian in making sure we have all the latest teenage fiction on the shelves, and will order books 
requested by students.  Thank you to all who have donated books that your children have enjoyed in the 
past.  Book reviews and recommendations are now a regular feature in each Newsletter. 

I wrote to parents last week about our plans for the days when the National Education Union are taking strike 
action.  Teachers like many other professions have seen real terms pay cuts over recent years and the high 
levels of inflation we have experienced in the last year have made this even more apparent.  Whilst strike 
action will clearly cause some disruption for parents we will be doing all we can to avoid any disruption to our 
Year 11 students and those who find a disrupted routine most challenging.  I will write to parents a week prior 
to each strike date with an update on the partial school closure to give you a reasonable amount of time to 
make your own plans for childcare etc.  If the school is open for your child please make every effort to make 
sure they attend and not see the strike days as a legitimate reason to stay at home, as this will count as 
unauthorised absence for those expected in school.  For those students for whom the school is closed 
attendance that day is not counted in overall attendance percentages. Additionally, the Poetry Live trip on 
that day will go ahead as planned. 

We are celebrating 70 years of educating the young people of Market Weighton this year and we are keen to 
collect stories and memories of those who attended Market Weighton High School in the 1950s and 60s.  We 
are especially keen to add to our collection of photographs and in particular any Year Group Pictures pre 
1990.  If you have any pictures or stories to share please contact us and we will take digital copies to print 
and display.  We are hoping to organise more events to mark our 70th year and welcome any ideas from our 
ex-students of the last 7 decades!  Over the past few weeks we have been following one ex-pupil, Miriam 
Payne, who is reaching the end of an epic 3000 mile solo row across the Atlantic Ocean.  When our students 
can see such amazing achievements from others who have sat in the same school hall it makes the 
impossible seem possible.  If you have a story to share we would love to hear it and share it with our current 
students. 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 
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Student and Staff Football on our amazing all weather pitch 

After a long wait our new pitch is finally finished 

and being used in PE lessons and by our local 

football clubs, Market Weighton Town, Holme 

Rovers and Newbald.  Other clubs and groups 

can also book the pitch and the East Riding FA 

are hoping to set up a local league on a Monday 

evening.  We also hope to see sessions offered 

by York City and Tigers Trust over the coming 

months.  The pitch is now marked up for full 11 a

-side games, half pitch 9 a-side, 7 a-side and 

quarter pitch 5 a s-side.  The pitch can be hired 

as a full, half or quarter pitch.  Contact our 

Sports Centre Manager, Julie May on 

jmay@tmws.co.uk for prices and availability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff and students joined forces to try out 

the new pitch with a mixed teams 

football match after school on Friday 20 

January.  Cheered on by Mrs Hall with 

her pom poms and a very large number 

of student, parent and staff spectators on 

the sidelines.  Some staff were a little 

sore the next day/week but all enjoyed 

the game and we hope to have more 

games with Year 11 and other year 

groups over the next few months.  We 

are also looking forward to hosting other 

schools for matches and tournaments 

next month. 
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To mark the ófirst kickô on the new pitch we asked 

students to nominate each other and invited the 

boy and girls with the most nominations to kick off 

a fun game with all those with nominations on the 

first day back after the Christmas break.  Toni 

and Logan were also given a new football to mark 

the event and in recognition of their nomination 

by so many of their peers. 

 

The pitch also looks great under the 

floodlights and is available for club use 

from 5:00pm to 10:00pm each evening 

and from 9:00am to 6:00pm at week-

ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to book any of our sport 

facilities please contact our Sportôs Cen-

tre Manager, Julie May, email:  

jmay@tmws.co.uk 

mailto:jmay@tmws.co.uk

