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Headteacher Update 

Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter with some great pictures from our Christmas events.  It is a 
great time of year in school with students given the opportunity to demonstrate all our school values, from the 
compassion shown in supporting those less fortunate to the courage on display by those who have 
performed on stage or played and read in church. 

Our Christmas celebrations began with the traditional 9 Lessons of Christmas Service at All Saint’s Church 
where it was great to welcome a large audience again, without any COVID restrictions.  The church is a great 
venue for our musicians to perform and show off what they have learnt through their peripatetic music 
lessons.  We work with the East Riding Music Service who teach our students in 1 to 1 or group lessons.  If 
you want your child to learn to play an instrument or have formal singing lessons contact Miss Higgs on E-
Praise.  Our talented performers will also round off 2022 with a concert on Friday afternoon as we end this 
term and wish all our students a peaceful and happy Christmas.   

It has certainly been a fantastic term, starting with a very successful OFSTED inspection and ending with the 
handover of our long awaited 3G all weather football pitch.  Unfortunately the sub zero temperatures of the 
past week have caused a further delay but the pitch will be ready to use in January.   It will be managed by 
the school but is very much for the local community, and, will be the new home of Market Weighton Town 
FC.  Holme Rovers and Newbald will also be training and playing matches on this FIFA world class pitch.  It 
is available to book outside school hours from 6:00pm—10:00pm every evening and throughout the day on 
Saturdays and Sundays.  Over the coming weeks other partners in this project, East Riding FA, York City 
and Tigers Trust will also be announcing leagues, coaching sessions and events.  Together with our 
refurbished Sports Hall it has created an amazing facility for our students and the local community.  For 
bookings please contact Julie May on jmay@tmws.co.uk   

The first line of our inspection report, describing us as being at the heart of the community, gives us a 
challenge to live up to and our students have continued to show their compassion for those less fortunate by 
collecting an impressive amount of food and other items for the Market Weighton People's Pantry.  We have 
also supported children in crisis across the world through our Christmas Jumper day raising money For Save 
the Children.  In turn we have been astounded by the fundraising at the recent Snow Ball at Langland's to 
support student wellbeing at TMWS which has raised a massive £11,826.  This money will be used to 
support our Wellbeing Centre, help students struggling to access school, and to support other initiatives to 
promote positive mental health.  Thank you to all who attended and donated at this event. 

In this Newsletter you will also read about the Hull Truck production of ‘A Christmas Carol’ which I would 
wholeheatedly recommend if you can still get tickets over the Christmas period.  We took 250 students and 
almost filled the theatre. The highlight was seeing one of our students with hearing loss see a fully signed 
production and deaf actors on stage taking lead roles.  Our students watched attentively throughout and 
thoroughly enjoyed a great performance.  Our Year 10 drama group performed their interpretation of Peter 
Pan on Tuesday night; this will now be a regular feature of our Christmas calendar. 

As we end the term we are seeing lots of student absence due to flu but thankfully no cases of scarlet fever.  
We may be seeing fewer COVID cases but it is clear that the circulation of viruses is having a continued 
impact on students and staff illness and therefore attendance.  We must remember all those good routines of 
handwashing, cleaning and sanitising we got used to over the past 21/2 years!   

Finally I would like to thank you all for your support in 2022 and wish you a peaceful and happy Christmas 
and a healthy New Year.  Enjoy the images of our Christmas events showing our students having fun and 
enjoying school  We look forward to welcoming all our students back to school on Wednesday 4th January 
2023! 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 

mailto:jmay@tmws.co.uk
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Former TMWS Student Rows the 

Atlantic 

This December former student Miriam sets off to row the Atlantic 

solo and unassisted as part of the Talisker Whisky Atlantic 

Challenge.  Starting at La Gomera in the  Canary Islands Miriam 

will row the 3,000 miles across to Antigua in the Caribbean. 

This is the ultimate challenge reflecting all our school values: 

Respect, Honesty, Compassion, Resilience, Industry and 

Courage. 

Miriam is raising money for Hull and East Yorkshire Mind as well 

as Wellbeing of Women, both causes close to the heart of TMWS 

and our wider community. 

Miriam spent her school years at Market Weighton from 2010 

until 2015  after which her post 16 education eventually led her to 

study for a degree in Physics with Astrophysics at the University 

of Glasgow.  Whilst studying for A Levels, Miriam climbed 

Kilimanjaro and she has also been a successful Polo player. 

You can follow Miriam on Instagram, Facebook and 

Twitter and we are sure she will appreciate any 

sponsorship you could donate. 

The link below takes you to  Seas The Day website with 

lots more information on the challenge ahead and the 

https://www.seastheday2022.com/
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9 Lessons of Christmas Service -  Miss 

Higgs 

On Monday 5th December, our students welcomed the festive season 
through our traditional 9 Lessons and Carols service at All Saints’ Church.  

 

Students from Year’s 7 – 10 told the Christmas story through Bible passages, 
and the congregation were able to join with the singing of carols. Our 
acappella group and school choir performed wonderful renditions of ‘Carol of 
the Bells’, ‘Somewhere Only We Know’, and ‘Just Another Star’, and our 
newly-formed staff choir sang ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’. The 
audience were also treated to a number of solo and small group 
performances – from our string players, pianists and singing pupils. Our 
students then performed for their peers the following day, heavily 
demonstrating our school value of courage.  

 

With this being my first Christmas service at TMWS, I felt incredibly proud of 
our students, and thankful to them for putting in their time and effort to make 
the event such a success. I look forward to seeing how we will tell the 
Christmas story next year, and hope you will be able to join us. 
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Wanted — Chess Sets 

Does anyone have any unwanted chess sets—we are 

looking to put some in our library for students to use and 

possibly form a club. 

 

Please contact office@tmws.co.uk or you could leave at 

reception. 

 

Thank you. 

mailto:office@tmws.co.uk
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All Weather Pitch Update 

After years of planning and fundraising and months of construction our new FIFA standard 3G all 

weather pitch is finally almost complete!  The week of sub zero temperatures has created a further 

delay but all should be completed by the middle of next week. 

As a school we will have a first class sports facility we can use in PE lessons and for after school 

clubs.  We will be able to host events at TMWS saving transport costs to other schools and our local 

football clubs will all benefit from an all weather, all year round training and match play facility. 

Our Sports Hall has been fully refurbished creating a comfortable changing facility and with the use 

of the main school changing rooms we have enough capacity for home and away teams on match 

days.  Market Weighton Town FC are now based at TMWS and Holme Rovers will be using the 

facility for training for all of their teams.  Other clubs will also be able to use the pitch on the 

remaining nights and other partners, East Riding FA, York City Foundation and Tigers Trust will be 

running events and football sessions at TMWS.  This is great for the school and will bring more 

sporting opportunities for people of all ages in our local community. 

If you would like to book any of our sport facilities please contact our Sport’s Centre Manager, Julie 

May, email:  jmay@tmws.co.uk 

mailto:jmay@tmws.co.uk
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TMWS Library—Miss Theakstone 

This month in the library we have been highlighting our 

books about football to coincide with the Men’s World 

Cup. There has been a display featuring a book or 

news article connected to each of the 32 qualifying 

countries. Students have also been encouraged to take 

part in the World Cup Book Bingo challenge.  

 

We have been counting down the days to the holiday with a 

Book Advent Calendar. Each day featured a different sea-

sonal book. The advent calendar was displayed on screens 

around the school and the books are all available to borrow 

from the library. 

To encourage reading during the holidays there is a Christ-

mas Reading Challenge. There are 12 different tasks for 

students to tick off from reading a book set at Christmas to 

watching a film/TV adaptation of a book. They are all aiming 

to encourage reading, and discussion about reading. It 

would be lovely if other family members could take part too. 
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We have a selection of new careers books now on the shelves. The books cover how to get a job in 

fields such as a social work, game design, and policing. These books were kindly donated to the 

library by the publisher how2become. 

In the Accelerated Reader competition we have awarded our second Gold award for reading 1 
million words to Y7 William Russon. William has now read over 2 million words —a fantastic 
achievement. 

We have also given out 4 x Silver, and 31 x Bronze awards. The weekly competition between Y7-9, 

and within that that Tutor Groups, is being closely fought. Year 7 have been busy reading since the 

last newsletter and have been the top year group for the last few weeks.  The top 5 tutor groups for 

word count are (at time of writing): 

1. 7JBE 

2. 7JLI 

3. 9PF  

4. 7RHI 

5. 8RDM 

Book review:  

Noor-un-nissa Inayat Kahn– Sufiya Ahmed 

Based on a true story, this book tells the tale of a young woman who refuses to 

give in to the Nazis. Alter fleeing from France to England, Noor signs up to join 

the war effort. Her talent in areas such as messaging using Morse code are 

noticed and she is chosen to return to France as an undercover agent. 

The story is fast-paced and provides an approachable story about wartime 

events. It doesn’t shy away from the truth but infers rather than details. An 

enjoyable read that features a strong female main character, from a diverse 

background. 

Visit your local library - for anyone struggling to heat their home this 

winter your local library offers a warm space to spend the day. As well as free Wi-Fi there are comfy 

seats, games, and jigsaws. Plus all the books! 

Find out more on the East Riding Libraries website.  

 

Having a clear out? We would welcome donations of books to the 

library, both fiction and non-fiction. If your 

children have now outgrown certain books, we 

would love to have them on the shelves for our 

younger students to borrow. Or maybe you 

have books you’ve now read and were going to 

give away. If so, please consider donating them to the library.  

 

We are also looking for chess sets if anyone has an old one they no 

longer use.  

https://www.eastridinglibraries.co.uk/memberships/
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#TeamTMWS Christmas Appeal for Peoples Pantry 2022 

Thinking of others at Christmas 

As ever we have been impressed by the 

generosity of our students and parents 

who have been donating items to create 

Christmas Hampers and ensure the 

People’s Pantry in Market Weighton is 

fully stocked over the Christmas period. 

On Thursday morning all the hampers 

were brought to the canteen where they 

were placed under our tree before being 

collected later that day. 

 

 

 

Please do donate directly to the People’s Pantry f you can and if you know a family who need our 

help let us know or contact the People’s Pantry directly on 07495 303538 or by e-mail 

peoplespantry3@gmail.com 

Special Thank You to Shiptonthorpe Food Shed 
for this donation of Christmas goodies! 
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Sickness  - Student Absence Recording 

All parents must ring in daily if a student is going to be absent.  If we don’t get a call we don’t know if 

the student should be back in school or not.  This is to safeguard your child. 

Full details with updated advice and guidance on student absences in line with East Riding Council  

and the NHS can be found on our website. 

Students missing school for any of the reasons below will be recorded as unauthorised absence. 

Epraise House Points and Charities 

Emily on 458 points  is in the lead with Phoebe hot on her tail for individual points!  Mrs Higgs form 

group is in the lead with a margin of 321 points  

Langdale house have had a storming month being awarded 2714 points last week alone. 

Burlington are in the lead still but only just……………………... 

Interested in joining the staff at #TeamTMWS? 

If you want to join our team please email  sflorence@tmws.co.uk for further information. 

If you are interested in invigilating for us please contact us. 

If you want to join our dedicated, ambitious and positive staff team we advertise all available 

positions on our website—.  Please follow the link below for details of any current positions. 

 https://www.themarketweightonschool.co.uk/more/vacancies/ 

https://www.themarketweightonschool.co.uk/more/vacancies/
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      Christmas Lunch 2023 

 

Each year we wear our Christmas Jumpers and support Save the Children whist enjoying our 
legendary Christmas Lunch prepared by our amazing catering team lead by Clare Narborough.  As 
ever they did an amazing job serving over ??? Christmas lunches. 
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Find out more about the great work Save the Children are doing around the world and how your dona-
tion will make a difference by following the link below: 
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day/how-you-help 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day/how-you-help
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Inspiring performance of Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol’ at 

Hull Truck Theatre 

Last week we took 250 students to see this latest production of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.   

One of the key aspirations of this years’ production is to increase engagement with the Deaf commu-

nity through more British Sign Language (BSL) performances. Adam Bassett, a Hull-born Deaf actor 

will take to the stage to play the part of Bob Cratchit, who communicates using BSL. Emma Prender-

gast who is deaf and works in both BSL and spoken English will play the role of Mrs Cratchit. The 

casting of Adam and Emma will provide young audiences with two extremely positive role models.    

Our students were clearly inspired and it was particularly gratifying to see the reaction of students 

who use sign language themselves to communicate.  It will also help with GCSE English Literature as 

all students study the novel as part of their English Literature GCSE. 

Thank you to Mr Warner and the Eng-

lish department for organising this trip. 
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Year 10 Peter Pan Pantomime 

The Year 10 Drama group performed their version of Peter Pan to Year 7 

students and parents and friends this Tuesday evening.  Students have 

been rehearsing for about 6 weeks in lessons  as part of their GCSE 

course.  This was the first production to use our new stage set which has 

been purchased to support school productions and after school clubs.  

The back stage club have been working hard on painting the set under the 

guidance of Miss Heany.  When we return after Christmas it will need 

transforming into the set of High School Musical, ready for our next big 

production in the week before February half term.  Tickets will go on sale 

in January. 
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 Wall of Excellence  -  Rewarding ‘Industry’  

Students who have had a piece of work chosen for the “Wall of Excellence” are published in 

our  newsletters.  Their work is then displayed on  dedicated noticeboards in school to 

showcase their achievements.  As a reward, these students will be credited with £2.00 on their 

School Gateway account and an Epraise Accolade.  Parents receive a letter home to highlight 

how well they are doing.  Please encourage your child to produce their best possible work and 

hopefully their hard work and industry will be rewarded.  Below are a selection of the works 

that were chosen. 

Pollyanna McLeish 

Florence Sammons 

Hannah Walsh 

Ruby Calam 

Olly Gell 

Carys Large 

Toni Elsworthy 

Lily Watson 
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Educational Visits 

 

 

Planned Educational Visits   

Date Destination 
Trip Leader Number of 

Pupils 
Year 

Group 

10 Jan 2023 Thackray Museum RJE TBC TBC 

1 Feb 2023 Poetry Live AWA TBC Y11 

10 Feb 2023 An Inspector Calls—York Opera AWA TBC TBC 

20—26 May 2023 Watersports Trip—Italy KWT 40 Y9 Y10 

26—28 June 2023 Kingswood Trip LG All Y8 

10—13 July 2023 Belgium WW1 Battlefields PF 40 Y9 Y10 

22—29 March 2024 Ski Trip—Italy CBR 52 Y8 Y9 Y10 

School Gateway (Lunches) — Polite Reminder 

Parents are reminded to keep their child's Schoolgateway account in credit. 

Our canteen staff do not like to refuse service to our students,  but, if the account is in debt TMWS 
is not obliged to provide food for students. 

If you are having difficulty  clearing a debt please contact our 
finance department who can discuss this with you. 

If you are unable to keep your account in credit please send 
your child with a packed lunch. 

You may be entitled to Free School Meals, please follow the 
link below to see if you qualify. 

ERYC FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/learning/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-meals/free-school-meals/
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Term Dates 2022-2023  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES…………………… 

To note students are not in school on staff training days. 

Autumn Term 5 September to 31 December 

Staff Training Day (Students not in) 5 September  

Half Term 24 October to 28 October 

Christmas Holiday 19 December to 2 January 

Spring Term 2 January to 16 April 

Staff Training Day (Students not in) 3 January 

Half Term 13 February to 17 February 

Easter Holiday 3 April to 14 April 

Summer Term 17 April to 25 July 

Staff Training Day (Students not in) 17 April 

Half Term  29 May to 2 June 

Staff Training (Staff and Students not in,  
disagg days) 

24 & 25 July 


