
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RH/SF 

 

26 February 2021 

 

Dear Year 11 Students, Parents and Carers 

 

Arrangements for assessment and awarding of GCSE and BTEC grades 

 

Following the reporting of how teachers can assess GCSEs and BTECs this summer I 

can confirm the plan to ensure these grades are as fair and accurate as possible. 

We firstly need to complete the mock exams, as these will form a big part of the 

evidence the teachers will need to justify the final grades.  We will then have only two 

weeks of teaching and revision before students will be given a final assessment 

opportunity in each subject.  These will use the materials the exam boards are 

producing to help teachers set the grades at the right standard. 

 

I have enclosed a copy of the mock timetable below: 

 
 

Subject Duration Subject Duration Subject Duration

Thursday 18/03/2021 Geography 02:00 Maths 2 01:30

Biology 1 01:45

Comb Sci Bio 1 01:15

Chemistry 1 01:45

Comb Sci Chem 1 01:15

Physics 1 01:45 Religious Stud 1 01:45 French Listening F 00:35

CombSci Phy 1 01:15 Drama 01:45 French Listening H 00:45

Spanish Listening F 00:35

Spanish Listening H 00:45

Biology 2 01:45

Comb Sci Bio 2 01:15

Comp Sci1 01:30

BTEC Component 3 01:30

Monday 12/04/2021

Further Maths 1 01:30

Food 01:45

Wednesday 14/04/2021 History 2 01:00 Business 2 01:30

Chemistry 2 01:45

Comb Sci Chem 2 01:15

Physics 2 01:45

Comb Sci Phy 2 01:15

Monday 19/04/2021 DT 02:00 Comp Sci 2 01:30

Spanish Reading F/H0:45/1:00 Spanish Writing F/H 1:00/1:15

French Reading F/H 0:45/1:00 French Writing F/H 1:00/1:15

Wednesday 21/04/2021 Art 02:00 Art 02:00 Art 01:00

Thursday 22/04/2021 Further Maths 2 02:00

P3 & 4 (Start 11:25am)

Friday 26/03/2021 PE 01:00

Tuesday 20/04/2021

Easter Break Easter Break Easter Break

Staff Training Day Staff Training Day Staff Training Day
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Monday 22/03/2021

Tuesday 23/03/2021

Week Day Date
P1 & 2 (Start 9:00am)

Business 1 01:30

History 1 01:00

Friday 19/03/2021 Eng Lit 1 01:40

Thursday 25/03/2021

Wednesday 24/03/2021 Eng Lit 2 01:45

Religious Stud 2 01:45

Friday 16/04/2021

Thursday 15/04/2021 History 3 01:00

Maths 3 01:30



As you can see this allows for just over a week to settle back into school and complete 

the 3 on site COVID tests.  The mock exams will run either side of the Easter break with 

students attending normal lessons when not in exams where the focus on revision will 

continue.  Students will then receive these results and feedback from staff which will 

allow them a final opportunity to show what they can do in standardised exam board set 

questions.  These will not be full exams and will only cover the content the students 

have covered in lessons.  If any student is shielding or has to self-isolate during this 

time we will ensure they can complete assessments at home and will not be penalised 

as the teacher assessment will take this into account. 

As a school we need to ensure the assessment process is robust and will stand up to 

challenge from the exam boards.  We have many students in this year group who are 

on track to achieve excellent results. Your teachers will be awarding grades that are fair 

and reflect performance in these exams, in coursework, other essays and substantial 

pieces of work completed throughout Year 10 and 11.   

Those students who are working on life skills, entry level and functional skill 

qualifications will need to complete all your assessments as far as possible and your 

teachers will assess you in the normal way for most of those courses.  Your teachers 

will be able to give you specific details on this. 

The vast majority of Year 11 students have worked extremely hard throughout their 5 

years at TMWS and will get the grades they deserve.  Having teachers awarding the 

grades should take nothing away from the hard work you have put in, they will be well 

deserved.  Ofqual will be publishing details on any appeals process and we have been 

told that there will be an opportunity to re-sit all qualifications in November 2021 for any 

students who want to improve their grades. 

 

You can read the full details released today here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-

2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=79fe1537-

4cca-4b88-9885-b879f2d01778&utm_content=immediately 

 

We have also been informed that results day will be on Thursday 12 August 2021, a 

week earlier than usual.  Students will not see the grades awarded by staff until this 

date as they will be subject to moderation by the exam boards.  We will publish teacher 

assessment grades following the mocks after Easter and students will of course receive 

their results in each exam.  We will share this data with parents and give an opportunity 

for parents to speak to staff but you will appreciate timescales are now very tight.  I will 

confirm the date of the parents meeting later in the term.  At this point I can’t say when 

Year 11 will be able to leave school as we await further guidance on this.  I can confirm 

that all teacher assessments will be completed before 18 June 2021, as this is the date 

grades need to be submitted. 

 

I look forward to welcoming you all back to school on Monday 8 March, we will have an 

assembly in period 3 when I will explain in detail what the plans are for the rest of the 

year.   

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=79fe1537-4cca-4b88-9885-b879f2d01778&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=79fe1537-4cca-4b88-9885-b879f2d01778&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=79fe1537-4cca-4b88-9885-b879f2d01778&utm_content=immediately


Here is a reminder of the arrangements for your return: 

 

Those students who use school transport to arrive at normal time and report for 

COVID testing via the main playground entrance.  The buses will operate as normal 

from Monday 8 March. 

 

Followed by students who live locally and walk to school: 

Students in 11 CGH arrive at 9:30 am 

Students in 11 BH arrive at 9:50am 

Students in 11 JPL arrive at 10:10am 

Students in 11 KWT arrive at 10:30am 

 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for the work you have put in over lockdown despite 

the uncertainty over exams and assure you that we will be making sure you get the 

grades you deserve.  We need to see everyone back in school and working hard for the 

final few weeks of your school career.  COVID restrictions permitting we will hopefully 

be able to plan a suitable end to your time at TMWS. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 


