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Headteacher’s Update 

After avoiding any positive cases of COVID-19 in the first 4 weeks of term we have had a busy 
week of positive cases and know more now about what to expect when this happens.  In this 
edition of the newsletter I have outlined aspects of this process to help parents understand 
the process a little more.   

Our aim is to maintain learning for our students, preferably in school, but when this is not 
possible we are making all lessons available through Google Classroom with all materials being 
available for students to access the full curriculum.  Staff are also trialing live lessons through 
Google Classroom. 

In order to reduce potential disruption to learning for large groups of students you must keep 
your children off school if they have any COVID-19 symptoms.  Increasingly we are finding that 
those testing positive have not had the main symptoms of a persistent cough, high 
temperature or loss of taste/smell.  Students with cold like symptoms or a sore throat, 
headaches and aching muscles are also testing positive so please be cautious and if in doubt 
keep your child at home and get a test!  This also applies to anyone in your household, if you 
suspect Coronavirus you MUST keep your children at home pending the test result. 

When considering who may need to self isolate we look at all potential contacts in the 48 
hours before symptoms started or before the positive test if un-symptomatic.  Self-isolation 
means staying indoors and not mixing with other households. 

Spending a day walking across the Wolds is undoubtedly safer than sitting in a classroom and 
allowed the students to raise funds for the chosen House Charities.  Thank you to all for your 
support in running the School Walk this year.  You can also read about how we adapted the 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s expedition so this too  could go ahead and allow Year 10 students 
to complete their awards despite the current challenges we face.  We will be recruiting our 
Year 9 students into D of E after half term.  We have a Personal Development Day planned 
before half term and after school clubs have started in PE.  All these activities are fully risk 
assessed using the latest advice and guidance and I would like to thank the staff who have put 
in so much extra work to make these things possible. 

We will not be able to invite parents into school in large numbers for some time.  Our Year 6 
open evening could not take place but we did hold our first ever Facebook Live event which 
has been viewed almost 950 times.  You can also see Year 7 enjoying their lessons and 
commenting on their first weeks at TMWS.  If you are still undecided on your choice of 
Secondary School we can offer a limited number of socially distanced tours during the school 
day so you can see the school in operation.   

Thank you for your continued support in these challenging times.   

  

 

 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 



Keeping us all safe 

Reducing the Risks of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

in school 

The advice on keeping students safe in school is based on prevention and responding effectively 

to any infection or suspected infection.  Public health advice to minimize the risks of COVID-19 

outlines essential measures that all schools must follow: 

a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

enhanced cleaning arrangements 

active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

and  

Formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximize distancing between those in 

school wherever possible and minimize potential for contamination so far as reasonably practica-

ble.  This will be achieved by: 

Grouping students together  -  we will operate Year Group bubbles 

Avoiding contact between groups  -  introducing split lunches, year group break areas 

Arranging classrooms with forward facing desks   

Staff maintaining distance from students and other staff as much as possible 

The procedures are outlined in an updated Risk Assessment published on the school website 

and included in this Newsletter.  In deciding the steps we are taking, all staff have been consult-

ed and had opportunity to contribute views along with the school based NEU reps and the joint 

NEU, GMB, Unison and Unite Checklist for September.  We believe we have made sensible 

changes based on reducing risk whilst maintaining high quality curriculum and teaching provi-

sion.   

If your child or anyone in your household has 

symptoms they must stay at home 

Any student who has coronavirus symptoms; a new or continuous cough, a high temperature or 

a loss/change in your normal sense of taste or smell, should not attend school and you should 

arrange a test as soon as possible.  If you are not able to travel to a test facility we have some 

home testing kits in school that we can issue.   

Your child should remain at home until you have received test results.  This also applies if any-

one in your household also develop symptoms.   

If anyone in school becomes unwell with coronavirus symptoms we will contact you to collect 

them to go home and arrange a test.  Whilst waiting to be collected students will be asked to sit 

outside if the weather is good or in the school hall on a single chair allowing a 2m distance from 

others to be maintained.  The area will be cleaned thoroughly once the student has left along 

with any other areas the student has visited including toilets. 

Other staff or students who have been in close contact with the individual do not need to go 

home unless they too develop symptoms. 



Arranging a Coronavirus Test 

 

Any member of staff or student with coronavirus symptoms must call 119 and arrange a test on 

line at: 

 https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test     

You should self isolate along with other members of your household until they receive the test 

result. 

If staff or students subsequently receive a negative test result they can return to school if they 

feel well enough to do so.  Members of the household without symptoms no longer need to 

isolate. 

If a member of staff or student tests positive the school should be informed immediately to allow 

us to communicate with public health and determine if other staff or students will need to self 

isolate for 10 days from the onset of symptoms.  Follow the medical advice on self isolation.  

Other members of the household need to self isolate for 14 days and get tested if they too 

develop symptoms. 

See the latest government advice at: 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 

What happens when someone tests positive? 

If your child tests positive you must contact the school immediately.  During office hours this 

should be by telephone and at other times by e-mail or E-Praise message.  You can message 

me directly via E-Praise by selecting Mr R Harrison from the staff list.  Please do contact me over 

the weekend rather than wait until Monday morning as it will allow us to inform others who may 

need to self-isolate. 

Please do not post your test results on Facebook or other social media as this has 

created stress and anxiety for other parents whilst awaiting news from the school.  We must take 

advice from Public Health before responding so this can take several hours.   

We contact East Riding Public Health who advise if any other students or staff need to self 

isolate.  This will depend on the close contacts of the individual who has tested positive.  Close 

contact are defined as any person who has been within 1m  for any period of time above 1 

minute, or those between 1 and 2m for more than 15 minutes.  IGenerally staff will be 2m away 

from students whilst teaching or will wear face coverings if moving around the classroom or 

school. 

We will be able to identify all those individuals through seating plans for lessons , school 

transport and changing rooms.  We would also ask the individual who they had spent time with 

outside of these formal times in school, ie break, lunch and walking to school etc.  This may 

mean that not all the Year Group need to self isolate, especially with Year 7 and 8 who have 

almost all lessons in the same group. 

We are not going to identify any individuals but will identify the Year Group Bubble when 

students test positive.   

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Those staff/students sent home to isolate do not need to get tested unless they also develop 

symptoms.  If the test is positive you should inform the school immediately and isolate for at least 

10 days from the onset of symptoms and until you have been symptom free for 48 hours. 

Household members of those who are sent home do not need to self isolate unless they 

too develop symptoms.  If you have a child in another school who has been asked to self 

isolate as a precaution and they DO NOT have symptoms you can still send your other children 

to TMWS. 

If we do have a positive case we will communicate this with all parents and staff without naming 

the individuals involved.  This will be for assurance that all precautions have been taken and 

confirm any actions that should be taken.  We will communicate as soon as possible to allow for 

any childcare arrangements to be made.   

It is likely that there will be further positive cases in any group that are self isolating and it is vital 

that we are informed immediately as it may mean more students need to be included in the 

group self isolating. 

As cases increase locally there will be more positive cases in school.  This is happening across 

the East Riding and across the country.  If we all work together and follow the guidance we can 

limit the number of times we have to ask students to self-isolate and the numbers needing to 

isolate each time.   

 

Enhanced cleaning routines 

A day time cleaner has been appointed to work throughout the school day cleaning frequently 

used surfaces and toilets.  This includes staff and student areas.  Along with caretaking staff this 

has created increased capacity to respond to cleaning requests throughout the day.  All 

classrooms are thoroughly cleaned each evening. 

Each room has a anti-viral spray, cloth and blue roll.  At the end of each lesson staff / students 

wipe the desks with antiviral spray along with any other shared equipment.  Each practical 

subject has developed their own routines for shared equipment using technician support to 

ensure all items are cleaned between lessons. 

ICT rooms have anti-viral wipes in addition to the items above so that students can wipe down 

keyboards and mice at the end of each lesson.   

In most cases after a positive case the school will not need to close for a ‘deep clean’.  We have 

the capacity to clean all areas the positive case has visited before they are next used. 



Hand washing / sanitising procedures 
Increased hand washing facilities and sanitising points have been placed throughout the school 
and in every classroom.  Students are encouraged to carry their own personal sanitiser for 
convenience. 

Students will wash/sanitise their hands as often as possible and as a minimum when they: 

 Enter the building 

 Before they eat 

 After using the toilet 

 After using a tissue 

 At the start and end of each lesson 

Students are supervised washing or sanitising hands on entry to the building and in every 
lesson. 

Students enter the school building and wash hands as follows: 

Year 11  -  PE door to playground  -  PE changing rooms 

Year 8   -  Side doors to main corridor  -  main girls and boys toilets 

Year 7, 9 and 10  -  Fire door into canteen quad area  -  Main hand washing zone  

If time does not allow sanitiser can be used.  If students prefer to use their own sanitiser this 
should be done under supervision.   

Students will be expected to take responsibility for handwashing after using the toilet and 
before they eat. 

Sanitising points are available in the canteen, reception and around the school. 

 

Maintaining good respiratory hygiene:  

Catch it, bin it, kill it! 
Students should try to avoid touching their face unnecessarily 

Coughs and sneezes must be caught in tissues or if none available in hands or arms/elbows.  
Tissues are available in every room. 

Tissues must be disposed of in lidded bins available in each room.  Bins will be checked and 
emptied throughout the day. 

Hands should be washed/sanitized after tissue has been used. 

If students sneeze or cough over a desk or area spreading droplets the area will be cleaned 
with anti-viral spray or disinfectant.  All rooms will have anti-viral spray, cloths and paper 
towels for cleaning.   



School Walk 2020 

In order for the school walk to go ahead this year we had to 

ensure each Year Group walked separately so they could 

have their own space at break and lunchtime.  Year 11 set 

off first in the traditional fancy dress!  No time to hang 

around with Mrs Townend setting the pace this year!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Break at Londesbrough was strictly timed so that one year group 

left before the next arrived and the toilets had been cleaned.  Simi-

larly at Numbernholme with groups sat in dedicated areas on the 

green.   

Due to the early start Year 11s were back at school by 2:00pm with 

the other Year Groups arriving at 15 minute intervals.   

 



Keeping up to date with 

events in school 

As we look forward to September and the return 

of all students we have changed the front page of 

the website back to the usual format with links to 

information for our new Year 7 students and the 

most recent letters to parents.   

All the coronavirus support information is still ac-

cessible if you need to refer to  it.  It will also have 

the new school day and routines updated. 

 

One of the best aspects of the school walk is that ALL our students take part, 

not all complete the 13 miles but all give it a good try!  Well done to all who 

completed the full route this year, make sure you get your E-Praise 

Achievement recorded by your Tutor. 

As we could not ask staff to transport students this year Mr Baldry provided a 

coach to be on hand throughout the day to transport students who were 

struggling back to school allowing for appropriate social distancing along 

with students wearing face coverings 

as a precaution. 

TESCO generously supported the 

walk again this year providing 200 

bottles of water and bananas which 

were appreciated on the final miles. 

Even the weather cooperated and after 

a terrible forecast at the start of the 

week the sun was shining by morning break and stayed with us all day. 

Please collect all sponsor money and hand it in at reception.  As some 

parents have asked for an option of payment via the school gateway we 

are making this available again this year. 



House Charities 2020—2021 

Sponsor monies to be paid via Schhol Gateway or handed in at Reception 



Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition 

Students have been able to continue most aspects 
of the Award throughout lockdown.  Learning a new 
skill or taking part in physical activity has been 
possible with some minor changes.  Volunteering 
has been more challenging but it has been the 
expedition that until restrictions were eased had 
been impossible.  Due to the lost time it was 
decided to combine the practise and qualifying 
expeditions, with staff supporting the students 
throughout the day on Saturday but leaving them to 
prove their navigational skills on the Sunday. 

Participants usually walk 15 miles over 2 days with an over night camp.  It was possible to 
complete the walk, carry all the equipment, put up the tents, cook and eat but students were not 
able to sleep overnight in shared tents.  Parents collected students and dropped them back off 
the next morning, which did mean students missed what is usually a fun part of the weekend for 
them, but less so for the staff!   

Saturday provided some tough weather with rain and 
strong winds most of the day.  The sun came out in time 
for the camp however and the weather was kind on 
Sunday allowing all to complete successfully.  Mr Allsopp 
is our D of E assessor and was pleased to confirm all 
students had successfully completed their expedition.  All 
they need to do now is complete a presentation to their 
peers back in school.   

 

One of our D of E leaders, Sam Dyason is leaving us at the end of 
this month to set up the Award at Longcroft School.  Sam has 
helped run the D of E at TMWS for many years and supported 
many students with their award and trained them for their 
expeditions.  Sam will be missed and we wish him well for the 
future. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the Award at TMWS 
please contact Mr Harrison. 





Face Coverings 

We are now insisting that face coverings are worn in all areas inside the school building other 

than once seated in a classroom or whilst eating.  This is inline with updated advice for other 

public places and restaurants. 

It is less practical to wear a face covering all day and will inhibit learning to some extent so we 

are not suggesting students wear face coverings in lessons although if you want them to that will 

be OK.  All students should have a plastic bag in which to place their face covering when not in 

use so that it can be kept as clean as possible.  Hand sanitiser is available throughout the build-

ing to be used as required and students are recommended to have their own small bottle for 

ease of use. 

Face coverings must be worn on school transport 

Staff will be recommended to wear face coverings where 2m social distancing can’t be main-

tained.  This is likely to be when teaching assistants are supporting students for example.  Gen-

erally teachers will teach from the front with a 2 m distance between them and the students.  If a 

student is having work checked or receiving support from a member of staff it is likely they will 

be asked to wear their face covering. 

ALL students should carry a face covering in school for these reasons. 

 

Remote Learning 

It is highly likely we will  see groups of students having to work from home as COVID-19 cases 

increase across the area.  It is essential we maintain learning over these periods in light of the 

long periods of time students have already been out of school.  All work and lesson materials is 

now available to all students through Google Classroom.  This means that if your child is absent 

from school for any reason they can complete the same work as those in school. 

If a whole group of students are self isolating 

staff will be setting work in line with the school 

timetable for 5 hours each day.  In some sub-

jects staff have started leading live lessons 

through Google Meet, in other subjects we 

have purchased licenses for professionally 

produced learning packages such as Hegarty 

Maths and GCSE Pod which has learning ma-

terials for all subjects.   

All work to be completed at home will be rec-

orded on E-Praise so as parents you can see 

what needs completing.  If you have your own 

access to this you will not have to rely on ask-

ing your child what they need to do.  We have 

added a video tutorial t our Facebook pages 

on how to set up a parent account.  Please use 

E-Praise messenger to communicated with 

subject teachers if you have any questions 

about the work being set. 



 

 
WALL OF EXCELLENCE  

Students who have had a piece of work chosen for the “wall of excellence” are published in 
our  newsletters.  They meet with the Head to discuss their work and are praised for the high 
standard of achievement.  Their work is then displayed on a dedicated noticeboard in school 
to showcase their achievements.  As a reward, these students will be credited with £2.00 on 
their School Gateway account.  Parents receive a letter home to highlight how well they are 
doing.  Please encourage your child to have an article recognised. 

Chloe Ward 9JMO 

Harry Goodwin 8CAS 

Tilly Isherwood 8JMO 

Maisy Woolley 9KN 

Bethany Petch-Smith  11KWT 

Izzy Brooks 8HBA 

Daisy James 9HBA 

Alanna Edmonds 8HBA 

Charlotte Hunter 8HBA 

Lydia Smith 8HBA 

Carys Large 8HBA 

Lauren Wilson 8CAS 

Oliver Meyer 8ESH 

Tilda McHugh 8ESH 

Charlie Whiting  8ESH 

Ruby Callum 8ESH 

Matthew Ashton 8CAS 

Lucy Smith 9KN 

Grace Smith 9JMO 

Lilia Sterling 9KN 

Kaigan Shipley 9KN 

Lucy Conyers 9KN 

Mark Robinson 9KN 

Hannah Walsh 9KN 

Grace Richardson 9KN 

Harvey Roberts 9KN 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES…………………… 

Term Dates 2020-2021     

Autumn Term 7 September to 18 December 

Staff Training Day (Students not in) 23 October 

Half Term 26 October to 30 October 

Spring Term 4 January to 26 March 

Staff Training Day 4 January 

Half Term 15 February to 19 February 

Easter 29 March to 9 April 

Summer Term 12 April to 26 July 

Staff Training Day  12 April 

Half Term  31 May to 4 June 

Staff Training (Students not in) 26 July 

To note students are not in school on staff training days. 

Social Media Reminder 

TMWS now has both Twitter and Facebook pages, please like 

and follow us to get our web updates straight to your phone.  

Respect    Honesty    Compassion    Resilience    Industry    Courage       

 

 

Students have excelled themselves both over lockdown and in their efforts to catch up since 
returning to school in September.  Never before have we had so much work submitted for the 
wall of Excellence. 25 pieces were put forward by teachers and all were merited with a place.  
Some students had even gone as far as producing their own pieces of inspirational work outside 
of lessons and set work. 

 

WELL DONE ALL 

WALL OF EXCELLENCE  


