
 

 

 

 

 

RH/SF 

14 July 2020 

Dear Year 10 Students, Parents & Carers 

As we approach the end of term I am writing to make sure you are all aware of our plans for 

September that are being shared this week with those students that are attending school.  Around 

70% of students have attended each week with 75% attending at least once since 15 June.  The 

intention is that all students will return in September other than those given specific medical advice 

that the risk remains too great. 

I have just had an up to date briefing from the East Riding Director of Public Health and I am pleased 

to say that cases across the East Riding continue to fall to such an extent that the current infection 

rate is now 2.5 in every 100,000 people.  This compares to 140 per 100,000 in Leister for example 

and shows that we are still much less likely to come into contact with COVID-19 in the East Riding. 

In schools the number of under 16s with the virus over the entire lockdown period has been less 

than 20 across the County. 

If infection rates continue to decline it should be safe for all students to return to full time school 

in September and we are planning for this.  You will be aware the government have published 

guidance on how schools can further reduce the risks of spreading the virus and we are making some 

changes to reduce contact between students in different year groups.  I will write with more details 

in September and in the parent Newsletters but essentially these changes are: 

 Increased handwashing and sanitising throughout the day 

 Increased cleaning throughout the school 

 Split breaks and lunchtimes with dedicated areas for each year group 

 Changes to movement around the building to remove congestion and increase flow of 

students. 

We will explain all these changes in great detail when students return but at this point you can be 

assured we are considering every aspect of our routines to make the school as safe as possible whilst 

retaining a full curriculum for the students.   

Ofqual, the body responsible for the implementation of GCSEs is currently holding a consultation on 

changes to the exams for 2021.  The main proposal is to start the exams later; from 7 June and run 

them until around 2 July, this is highly likely to be confirmed over the summer so please take note 

if you are looking at dates for 2021 summer holidays.  Changes to the assessment of some subjects 

has also been proposed and you can read and respond with your views if you wish before Thursday 

on the link below: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f

ile/897137/Consultation_on_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_i

n_2021_020620.pdf 
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I expect that most of these proposals will be adopted and we will confirm the exact details in 

September once the exam boards make it clear what the changes will be for each subject. 

Staff are confident that most students have worked hard during the lockdown period, and as we 

started most GCSE courses in Year 9 we will be able to teach all the content in good time for exams 

in Summer 2021.  If students still have work to complete they should use the next 7 weeks to 

complete this and keep their brains active by using the wide range of revision materials that are 

available on line.  Teachers will not be setting work over the holidays but in a some cases students 

will be invited into school during the last two weeks to complete controlled assessment tasks. 

Year 11 will return on Tuesday 8 September along with Year 7 students.  We will have a number 

of changes to explain but the majority of students have been in school and already have a good 

understanding of why these changes are necessary and how they will work.  The new routines will 

demand the very highest standards of behaviour and we expect Year 11 students to set the best 

possible example to the other students.   

School transport will operate as normal with a set seating plan keeping each Year group apart as 

much as possible.  The Council are publishing updated guidance at the end of this week which we 

will post on the school website.  All students travelling on school transport will need to wear a face 

covering and have a plastic bag to put it in to keep it clean once they arrive at school.  We are also 

asking that students have all their own personal equipment for lessons to reduce the need to share 

basic items.  I would expect all to have a pen, but it is now even more important that all have a 

calculator and other maths equipment too for example.  Most students studying art already have 

their own art set but this may need replenishing.  Please see the Newsletter and website for full 

details over the coming weeks. 

School uniform remains exactly the same in all respects.  Full details are on the website, together 

with links to Price and Buckland.  We have maintained uniform standards throughout the lockdown 

for those students who have attended school and this will continue in September.  All uniform items 

are easily washable and as such school uniform is just as appropriate as any other clothing in line 

with the government guidance. 

We will be publishing an updated July Newsletter with some additional information before the end 

of the week and again in August before we return.  The school website will also be updated 

throughout the holidays as required.  If you have any urgent questions key staff will be available via 

the E-Praise message system.   

Have a great holiday, remain alert to the risk of COVID-19 and stay safe.   

Yours faithfully 

 

Richard Harrison 

Headteacher 

 


