
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 
 

Headteacher’s Update 
 

The first half of the summer term has been busy with preparations for GCSE examinations.  Year 11 have had additional 

exams to complete this year in Maths and English, being the first cohort to complete the new 9-1 GCSE courses.  

Students have stayed in school right up to the exams to ensure they are as prepared as possible and we wish them 
every success as they move on to new challenges.  Year 10 will start exams on Monday 19th June followed by Year 7 

and 8 in the first week of July.  I hope that all are revising hard to achieve the best possible outcomes. 
 

This term has also seen almost all Year 8 students attend a week long outdoor activity experience in the Dearne Valley 

near Doncaster.  The weather that week was appalling but it didn’t dampen the students’ enthusiasm to get involved 
and push their boundaries.  They worked incredibly well together, supporting each other as a team and showing 

resilience and character to complete challenges that previously they may have thought they couldn’t do.  Mrs Hall and 
her team did a great job and this visit will no doubt become a regular fixture on our school calendar to enrich our 

curriculum. 

 
As I write this, 40 Year 9 students are coming to the end of a week in France taking part in a range of water sport 

activities.  If you follow the school on twitter https://twitter.com/TMWSOfficial you will have seen some great 
photographs of sailing and cycling in conditions considerably better than Year 8 experienced!  I am sure this will also 

become a trip our students can look forward to taking part in as they progress though the school.  I would like to thank 
Miss Walton and the team of staff who have organised and supervised this experience which I have no doubt the 

students will remember for years to come. 

 
These trips, of course, are not possible without parents making a significant financial contribution and I thank you for 

that.  These events are what memories are made from and they support the team ethos that we are aiming to foster at 
TMWS.  Speaking of the financial burden on parents, I would like to seek your views on our uniform policy.  I am 

considering making some changes to help clarity and consistency but also believe that we should make our uniform 

available for as little cost as possible.  The main issues are differing styles of trousers, skirts and students wearing back 
trainers rather than shoes.  We could have all our uniform items with the school logo and only available from our 

uniform supplier, this would increase the cost to parents but would ensure all students are wearing the correct uniform.  
Another option we are considering is allowing black trousers as some of you have complained of the difficulty in finding 

appropriate sizes in dark grey.  The different shades of grey can also be a problem at times.  I would like to maintain 
our high standards of uniform without increasing the cost to parents and ask that you support us in ensuring trousers 

are the right colour and fit, and that skirts are the right length.  Before the end of term we will review all of our uniform 

rules with the aim of making things as clear and simple as possible. If you have any views on this please do email us at 
the office email address: office@tmws.co.uk  

 
We are looking forward to meeting our Year 6 students later this term and have many more trips and visits planned 

over the final weeks of term.  This year all of our Year 10 students have secured a work experience placement and we 

will be rewarding our hardest working students at our second annual Awards Evening for which we have already gained 
the generous support of several local businesses to allow us to give book prizes.  I hope you enjoy the newsletter. 

 
Richard Harrison 
Headteacher 
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Y8 Kingswood Residential Trip 
 

On Monday 15th May, 70 Year 8 students and 7 staff set off for a week’s multi-activity residential course at 
Connisborough. Year group residential trips have been proven to strengthen year groups as well as 
affording the opportunity for all students to develop many skills and overcome personal boundaries.  
 
The students enjoyed an action packed week which included abseiling, climbing a high rope obstacle 
course, throwing themselves off a 40 foot tower and many more exciting activities.  They particularly 
enjoyed the water sports which where raft building and canoeing; everyone got wet including the staff! 
 
The Kingwoods Centre is a well-established provider of activity holidays and we all enjoyed staying in 
fabulous adventure lodges which was a brilliant experience for those shy of canvas! 
 
The trip was a massive success and the school has already booked for next year. 
 

    
 

    
 

     



 
 

 

 
    

 
         

       
 
 

 

      
 

 



 
British Values – Democracy 
 

Greg Knight took time out of his busy schedule to visit our Year 7 students on Monday.  He spoke to them 
about democracy, how MPs are elected and explained the process of an election. 
 
On Election Day (Thursday) we asked students to examine each of the parties and vote for the party which 
they felt was the best choice.  Tutors worked with students to discuss the parties and their manifesto  
pledges. 
 

     
 
English Department – Theatre Trip 
 

Students from Year 9 and 10 visited York Theatre Royal on Wednesday 17 May for The Watermill Theatre’s 
performance of Romeo and Juliet. Directed by Paul Hart, the production featured music by Mumford and Sons, 
The Vaccines and Hosier; the sound effects and music were certainly the highlight of the performance as they 
determined the tone of many scenes, most notably, the marriage of Romeo and Juliet which left some of our 
pupils in tears! 
 
Punctuated with ensemble work and choreographed transitions, this performance certainly captivated our 
pupils’ imaginations and brought to life the action and plot with a modern twist. 
 
The performance has been deemed a “fresh and richly coloured take on a timeless tale” by The Stage, but 
here is what some of our pupils had to say about it: 
 
Jess Richardson from Year 9 said, “It was amazing! I’d go and see another play again if I could.” Watch this 
space, Jess! 
 
Sam Pearson from Year 10 thought “It was fun. It had a really modern touch to it, which in my opinion worked 
well.” Fancy a future career as a theatre critic, Sam? 
 
And Ashleigh Allenden from Year 9 believed “the acting was very good.” She also thought “the music gave it 
an awesome and creepy atmosphere.” Well, you’d know Ashleigh! 
 
This “fresh and vivacious interpretation" (British Theatre Guide) certainly left a lasting impression on our pupils 
whilst fostering a love of Shakespeare. To top the visit off, one member of the public commented on how 
exceptionally well behaved our pupils were and said “you could hear a pin drop” in the theatre, which truly 
shows how enthralled in the performance they were. Missed the trip this time? Look out for more trips to the 
theatre with the English department, coming soon… 
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Forthcoming Events 

13 June Y10 Selby College Trip 

14 June Y7 Farm Visit 

21 June Y7 Farm Visit 

22 June Y7 Holderness Coast Trip 

23 June Y7 Holderness Coast Trip 

3 July Sports Day 

w/c 3 July Y10 Work Experience 

5 July Y7 Farm Visit 

6 July Y10/9 Cranedale Trip 

7 July Y9 Cranedale Trip 

10-12 July Y6 Visit 

12 July Y6 Parent Information Evening 

12 July Y7 Farm Visit 

13 July PD Day 4 

13 July Summer Concert 

18 July  Awards Evening 

 

     Term Dates 2017-18   
 

Autumn Term 5 September to 22 December 

Staff Training Day 4 September 

Year 7 only return on  5 September 

All year groups in on  6 September 

Half Term 30 October to 3 November 

Staff Training (Disagg) 22 December 

Christmas Holiday 22 December to 8 January 

Staff Training Day 8 January 

      

DAY LUNCH TIME AFTER SCHOOL (UNTIL 4.15) 

Monday Dance- All years (KW, BA) Gym Staff training 

 

Tuesday Dodgeball- KS3 (AY) SH 

Table tennis- All years (PO) Gym 

GCSE Y10 Revision- (KW) S1 

Rounders- All years  

Girls & Boys (KW) 

Field 

Wednesday Handball- Girls all years. (KW) SH/ Astro Dance- All years (KW, BA) 
Outside 

Cricket- All years Girls & Boys (PO) SH 
(Late bus available) 

 

Thursday Badminton- All years Girls & Boys (PO) SH 
 

Athletics- All years Girls & Boys- Field (PO & 
KW) 

Tennis- All years Girls & Boys (AY)  

 

Friday Boys basketball- All years (AY) SH 

Hockey- All years (CB) Astro 

Fitness/ circuits- All years Boys & Girls 

(KW) Gym 

 
 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have all 
had a piece of work chosen for the ‘wall of excellence’ 

since the last newsletter: 
 

Jake Norman 

Gemma Marshall 

Katie Henderson 

Amy Smith 

Heidi Fentiman 

Grace Goudge 
 

As a reward, these students have been credited with 
£2.00 on their School Gateway account.  
 

Well done to all! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Wall of Excellence  

 

 
 
 

 

Spring Term 9 January to 23 March 

Half Term 12 February to 16 February 

Easter Holiday 26 March to 9 April 

 
Summer Term 10 April to 20 July 

Staff Training Day 9 April 

Half Term 28 May to 1 June 

Staff Training (Disagg) 23 July 

 


